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These Considerations 


OW quickly joy can become sadness. On Wednesday 6" July 
2005 Londoners were celebrating their city’s selection over 
four others to host the 2012 Olympics; the next day they were 
in shock as a series of bombs exploded, tearing through three 
underground trains and a double-decker bus in a coordinated terror attack 
during the morning rush hour, leaving the city stunned and bloodied. 
Three separate explosions, virtually simultaneous, occurred in under- 
ground trains in central London. The first was at 8:51 a.m. BST in a train 
in the tunnel between the stations at Liverpool Street and Aldgate. Sub- 
sequent explosions occurred in tube trains at Kings Cross and the Edg- 
ware Road. Above ground, at 9:47 a.m., an explosion tore open the roof 
of a crowded double-decker bus. 


T Ingress 


1:33:22 p.m. BST 
20th March 2005 
Whitehall, London 


S1N30, OWO7 


The above figure is cast for the moment of the 2005 T Ingress at the 
seat of the British government (51N30, 0W07), no great distance from 
the sites of the different explosions. 

Less than a year ago, in Considerations XIX: 4, we commented on 
the efficacy of these T Ingresses. Although not discussed in print, we 
were very concerned at the time with just what the 2005 T Ingress fore- 
told for London and Paris, the ) ° o being on the horizon at these cities. 
Now we know, but we also are aware that the astrological year that be- 
gan on 20" March 2005 has another eight months yet to go. 

The ), always the significator of the nation’s people, has just risen, a 
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few arc minutes away from opposing o”. ¥, ruler of the ingress’ 3 house 
of transportation and its 12" house of secret enemies, is o° 4, an opposi- 
tion highlighted by its proximity to the meridian and by being a multiple 
of 15° from the ) » o. There are several sharp contacts between this 
2005 T Ingress chart and the 1* January 1801 chart for the Union of 
Great Britain with Ireland. 

London, ruled here by the exalted © at the MC, defeated its oppo- 
nents in the open contest (», the 7” ruler, is weak by sign and house) to 
decide which city would host the 2012 Olympics, it was then attacked by 
secret enemies (% elevated but hidden under the sunbeams in the 10" 
house rules the 12" and is disposited by the exalted o in %, which in turn 
opposes the ), significator of London’s citizens). 

The ) ¢ O on6® July, the day before this terrorist attack, occurred at 
14° 31’ @. It squared the ingress ¥ o° 4, and the Ascendant at London 
was o \ and o o’, forming a cardinal T-square to the new moon. 

7/7 now joins 3/11 (Madrid, 2004) and 9/11 (WTC, 2001) as dates 
that will not be soon forgotten. 

There is a wide variety of articles in the Considerations you have in 
your hands. They aim both to entertain and educate. The issue begins on 
rather a somber note, as has this introduction, with Bill Meridian look- 
ing to future martial activities in the Far East; the inclusion of a well- 
received past article by our late friend Margaret Millard in which she 
discusses the death chart; a thorough review of last December’s tsunami 
by Nicole Girard; and Dymock Brose looking into the astrology of le- 
gal matters, a subject also discussed in Let’s Consider. 

All is not entirely under the influence of o’, and P, however. We 
have music from the pen of New Age composer Gerald Jay Markoe. Fol- 
lowing this change of mood, Virginia Reyer looks at the horoscope of 
the new pope; Leda Blumberg (a name familiar to readers from our 
Books Considered section) questions the sense of astrological prediction; 
while John Frawley and Ruth Baker remind us of the strength of tradi- 
tional astrology, with emphasis on Horary. 

There is also a lengthy and (I hope) helpful explanation of how to 
identify an individual’s temperament, how he or she tends to react in all 
and any situation, with several examples. Identifying someone’s tem- 
perament was once an automatic first step, taken whenever an astrologer 
had to delineate a natal horoscope. This was done before anything else, 
even before considering how the different planets were placed among the 
houses. The traditional approach fell out of favor because it wasn’t as accurate 
as it should be. The method explained here, starting on page 39, is an approach 
that includes what tradition seem to have had right and corrects what was in 
error. Finally, a comment on astrologers of the past century by one of the time’s 
leading philosophers. It could have been written today. —Enjoy! 


The Next China-Taiwan Crisis: 
2009-2012 


BILL MERIDIAN 


ED CHINA has vowed to take back the Republic of China, or 
Taiwan. In the May 2004 issue of the Boom, Doom, and 
{ Gloom Report, Dr. Marc Faber’ points to a report by Wendell 
Minnick, the Taiwan correspondent for Jane’s Defense Weekly. 
Mr. Minnick, in The Year to Fear for Taiwan: 2006, wrote that 
a mainland invasion is unlikely to be a large-scale operation. Instead, it is 
more probable to take the following course. Special forces will land days 
prior to the attack. Assets that are already in place will assist in assassi- 
nations of officials and sabotage. The combination of air and missile 
strikes, rapid deployment forces, and airborne drops would capture key 
communication centers. The second phase would be the securing of an 
airport that would be used to ferry in additional elements that would 
spread out and complete the takeover. Sympathetic Taiwanese would 
assist the Chinese forces. This decapitation strategy would destroy com- 
mand and control, likely leading to the loss of Taiwan in as little as seven 
days. Taiwan is of strategic importance because the Taiwan Straits there 
control the flow of oil tankers to South Korea and to Japan. In addition, 
this is a base for the USA to watch China. The USA would have little 
time to respond, and if they did so, China could tie up US forces with 
small attacks on US forces in Japan, or even Hawaii and Alaska. I doubt 
that the USA would go to war in such an event. 

As one man once said, don’t tell me what is going to happen, tell me 
when. This is the province of astrology. By studying the four crisis peri- 
ods during which Beijing threatened the island nation, we can glean 
some insight as to the future timing of such an action. The crisis periods 
were: 

1. August 11, 1954 to May 1, 1955: Zhou En-Lai declared that Tai- 
wan must be liberated. On 17 August 1954 the US warned China against 
action against Taiwan, but on September 3, 1954, the Communists began 
to bombard Quemoy. In November, Chinese planes bombed the Tachen 
Islands. On September 12, 1954, the US Joint Chiefs of Staff recom- 
mended the possibility of using nuclear weapons against China. On No- 
vember 23, 1954, China sentenced thirteen US airmen shot down over 
China in the Korean War to jail terms. President Eisenhower refused to 


* Website is websiteboomdoomgloom.com 
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bomb mainland China or use American troops to resolve the crisis. The 
United States signed the Mutual Defense Treaty with the Nationalist 
government on Taiwan on December 2, 1954. The shelling ended on 
May 1, and the US airmen were released. 


China Republic 


00:00 am LMT 


Ist January 1912 


Peking: 39NSS, 116E25 


2. August 23, 1958 to January 1, 1959: From 23 August through Oc- 
tober of 1958, the Communists resumed an artillery bombardment of 
Quemoy and Matsu, threatening invasion. Chinese patrol boats block- 
aded the two islands against Nationalist re-supply efforts. This was ac- 
companied by an aggressive propaganda assault on the United States, 
threats against American naval ships, and a declaration of intent to "lib- 
erate" Taiwan. 

3. July I, 1995 to March 23, 1996: On October 27, 1994, the aircraft 
carrier USS Kitty Hawk was involved in a three-day running encounter 
with a Chinese nuclear attack submarine in the Yellow Sea. On June 9- 
10, 1995, Taiwan President Lee Teng-hui concluded a private trip to a 
Cornell University reunion. His repeated use of the terminology "Repub- 
lic of China on Taiwan" was taken by Beijing as a challenge to the "One 
China" formulation. In response, the PRC conducted tests of missiles 
from July 21 to 26 in an area near Taiwan's Pengchiayu Island. A series 
of missile tests and military maneuvers followed. One missile landed 
only twenty-three miles from a Taiwanese port. The crisis ended when 
Beijing said that they would not invade Taiwan but were still committed 
to one China. 
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The military exercises were meant to intimidate the people of Taiwan 
in the run-up to the presidential election. On March 23, 1996, the people 
of the Republic of China on Taiwan defied Beijing by electing Lee Teng- 
Hui as their first directly elected President. 


Communist China 


3:15 pm CCT 
Ist October 1949 


Peking: 39NSS 116E25 


4. 1999: The 1999 Taiwan Confrontation began on July 9, 1999, 
when Lee Teng-Hui, President Republic of China responded to questions 
by saying "The Republic of China has been a sovereign state since it was 
founded in 1912. Moreover, in 1991, amendments to the Constitution 
designated cross-strait relations as a special state-to-state relationship. 
Consequently, there is no need to declare independence. The resolution 
of cross-strait issues hinges on the issue of different systems. We cannot 
look at issues related to the two sides simply from the perspective of uni- 
fication or independence. The Chinese mainland's promise of a "one 
country, two systems” formula for Hong Kong and Macau is irrelevant to 
Taiwan ... the ROC is a sovereign, independent state.” The crisis ended 
in May 2000, when Taiwan's new president, Chen Shui-Bian, said he will 
not declare independence nor do anything else that China might consider 
provocative as long as Beijing does not use force against the island. 

The statements made by the President during crisis #4 are important. 
He regarded Taiwan’s government as having begun with the Chinese 
Republic (ROC) on January 1, 1912. The communist People’s Republic 
of China (PRC) began on October 1, 1949. Note that the Os in these two 
charts are square, from 4 to =, an indication of their basic ideological 
conflict. The determination of an exact time for Taiwan is tough because 
the Nationalists fled the mainland over a period of time. On July 16, 
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1949, the Nationalists organized a council under the leadership of Chiang 
Kai-shek and prepared a withdrawal to Taiwan (then called Formosa), a 
move that was completed by December 8. This July 16 horoscope is 
relevant because it did acknowledge the fall of the mainland government 
and the establishment of an island government and is thus a modifier 
while the 1912 chart is a base chart. Both this chart (O in ©) and the 
1912 (© in &) chart have planets in G-%. 


Treaty of Wanghsia 


Noon, LMT 1706" I 
< 19 93° 
3rd July 1844 4) 


During the first crisis period, we saw eclipses in cardinal signs, @-#, 
and P afflictions. The ROC chart had the eclipses conjunct and opposite 
the ©. B was in hard aspect to the natal and progressed Os, o’, and the 
MC. In the PRC chart, the eclipses squared the natal O. Progressed o” 
was ¢ P. The eclipse that occurred later in the crisis hit X-P, as the USA 
threatened use of the a-bomb. 

During crisis #2 in 1958, there were again eclipses in cardinal signs. 
PB was parallel the natal ROC of and ¥. There were also P and X afflic- 
tions to the 1949 chart. In the aggressor PRC horoscope, we see X tran- 
siting the natal o » B while progressed o” was semi-square to progressed 
%. B squared the MC. The crisis again ended with the USA threatening 
force as X sailed over the PRC natal P, an indication of potential destruc- 
tion. 

The 3" crisis in 1995-1996 began with the 1994-1995 early M-& 
eclipses and ended as the eclipses slipped back into cardinal signs. The 0 
eclipse series was a repeat of the 1948-1949 eclipse series when the Re- 
publican armies were driven off of the mainland. Thus, the earlier 
eclipses were re-ignited as were the issues that they caused in ’49. Note 
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that the crisis was caused by a statement of the desire for independence 
as the ROC had its ¥ return. The desire for freedom usually does grow 
strong at such a return. In the PRC chart, we find that P is afflicting & 
and ¥, and is moving over the MC. 

Crisis #4 in 1999 occurred when ROC had a % return. A solar eclipse 
squared the natal o’, and another squared progressed %. The O had pro- 
gressed to square its own natal place and oppose the PRC natal O. One 
eclipse squared the PRC Midheaven while the other was on natal P. Red 
China’s ambitions were further fueled by natal P going retrograde in 
March of 1999, making it very powerful. ¥ opposed the PRC’s natal o’ ¢ 
B 

This eclipse series did not occur in cardinal signs, but P was strong 
again. However, this was the mildest of the crises. 

The crises were marked by solar eclipses in cardinal signs and strong 
P influences. In 2009, the eclipses will return to the G-% axis, and P will 
cross into #%. In 2011, an eclipse opposes the ROC O, and P begins to 
move over the © in 2012. Regarding the PRC, P begins to oppose X, and 
the eclipse opposition to P squares the communist O in the next year. In 
the following years, P will oppose the USA O. The eclipse of January 
2011 opposes the USA O, likely drawing America into the conflict. 

On August 5, 1949, the USA ended aid to Taiwan. America pledged 
to defend Taiwan on February 9, 1955, but the Taiwan Relations Act of 
April 10, 1979 dropped recognition of USA’s age-old ally, as subsequent 
American leaders acceded to Beijing’s desire of one China. Both the 
1955 and the 1979 charts have o’ in T as well as a general cardinal fla- 
vor. Thus, cardinal activity will also activate these charts. 

Horoscopes set for the beginning of diplomatic relations or first trea- 
ties are also useful. Below we see the July 3, 1844 Treaty of Wanghsia 
between the USA and China. Note again that the O and four planets are 
in a cardinal signs. The planetary activity that will be energizing the prior 
charts will also energize this one, suggesting a USA-China crisis as it did 
during the Korean War and the Tibetan invasion. A series of eclipses in 
cardinal signs again dominated the heavens when Zhou En Lai called for 
a drive to take Taiwan on August 13, 1954. 

The conclusion is that 2009-2012 will precipitate the next China- 
Taiwan crisis. I doubt that Beijing would risk doing so prior to the 2008 


Olympic Games. 


The Death Chart’ 


MARGARET MILLARD mp. 


Death is the means of transportation from world to world. 
All Beings, gods as well as men, must pass through every 
world until they come to the Last of All. 
—The Mobiniogen, 
the great epic saga of Wales. 


S THE BIRTH CHART describes our journey and fate in life, 
occultists say that the death chart shows what we have achieved 
and, by comparing it with the birth chart, what difficult aspects 
we have overcome. I wonder if this is true. 

Next, if the occult belief that the soul's accomplishments in life are 
shown by the death chart, do good people die under benefic aspects and 
wicked people under malefic aspects? How do transiting planets at death 
aspect the birth chart? One would expect that the planets would be ben- 
efic for good people and vice versa. It appears that people who have 
made a significantly beneficial contribution to the world do die under 
good aspects. The charts of Tito and Winston Churchill both had Grand 
Trines at death, and so had the great astrologer Brigadier Firebrace. 

Rajif Gandhi also had a Grand Trine at death. He took up a burden 
which he had not sought because he felt it was his duty, and paid a bitter 
price. 

I have found certain factors which seem to indicate death. I wonder if 
death in an accident, as in a plane crash, is shown in the chart by the as- 
trological indications common in the charts of those who die naturally. 

Most of us fear death because we have lost our faith, yet in human 
history this was not always so. I am thinking now of Socrates who told 
his friends that he had a good daemon who warned him when any- 
thing bad was going to happen. "But," he said, as he drank the draught of 
hemlock, "my daemon has not spoken to me, so I know that all will be 
well." 

Yet the astrological indications are never clear, and, indeed, there is a 
conspiracy among astrologers to avoid even thinking about death. There 
are several times in the life when it seems probable but is inexplicably 
averted, and for this reason it is not possible to foresee the time exactly. 


' Previously published in Considerations VII: 3. Reprinted in fond memory of 
a dear friend who has now moved closer to the Last of All. 
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Certainly if death is astrologically foreseen the matter should be kept to 
oneself. However, sometimes the indications are so strong that death will 
be almost certain, especially if the patient is very old or very young. I 
hold to the Rule of Three. Never foretell an event unless there are at least 
three astrological indications. 

I knew when my father was going to die. In June 1982 there was an 
eclipse in 27°40' &, exactly square his Midheaven which was ¢ X. 

I noticed that a few months later % ¢ P would transit over his Mid- 
heaven square the eclipse point. He was 91 years old. I knew he wouldn't 
live through it. The day the conjunction was exact was the day he died. 
I was with him. » was in 27°40' =, and B in 27°37’ =. 

A few minutes later the phone rang. It was the daughter of his oldest 
friend asking about him. We said he had just died. "Yes, I know," she 
said. "I saw him pass. And I want you to know something, because he 
never believed in survival. As he passed I heard him chuckling." 

It was a peaceful and painless death after thirty hours in coma, and he 
was a good man, so he had nothing to fear. 

Here are my eighteen indications for impending death. 

I think that eclipses and the Rule of Death are probably the most sig- 
nificant, and also the Parts of Death I and II in the solar return. For this 
you have to have an accurate chart, which you cannot rely on having. A 
year ago I foretold the death of a neighbor by the eclipses in January and 
June, and said he would die either in January or June: he died quite sud- 
denly on Jan 10", just after the eclipse. 


1. There is a very old Rule of Death. It states that when the ruler of 
the Ascendant or the Ascendant degree, and the ruler of the 4" 
house or the degree on its cusp reach a Ptolemaic aspect with 
each other by progression—direct or converse—the life will 
come to an end. Parallels also count as aspects. This usually 
works but not always. Nearly always! 


2. The progressed chart shows a Full ) or a New ). Both indicate 
some kind of change. The New ) is commoner. Sometimes it is 
the progressed O which is conjunct or opposite the natal ), 
sometimes the progressed ) is conjunct or opposite the natal O, 
and sometimes the progressed ) and progressed © are in con- 
junction or opposition. 


3. The lunar return (corrected for precession) before death has an- 
gular malefics. 


4. The progressed chart has one or more quincunxes, and so has the 
death chart. 


5. Transiting 5 makes an aspect to one of the natal planets or to the 
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Ascendant or MC, or to a planet (usually a malefic) in the pro- 
gressed chart. 


6. The solar return (tropical) has the O near the nadir, usually in the 
4h house, which indicates that the vitality is low. But death is not 
always associated with low vitality. Sometimes it is due to an ac- 
cident. The house held by the O in a solar return is a very impor- 
tant factor. You will find that the 10" house is often occupied, 
particularly in the case of well-known people. Tito at his death 
had the solar return © in the 10" house. Sometimes the © is in 
the 7. Here it opposes the Ascendant and there is a struggle be- 
tween life and death. At any rate, it is usually angular. 


7. The solar return has angular malefics. 


8. The solar return has an afflicted Ascendant, either the lord of the 
Ascendant is placed in the 6” or 12", or is a malefic or in close 
aspect with a malefic, or the Ascendant degree is afflicted. The 
ruler of the Ascendant degree is the Lord of the Year. 


9. The solar return may have a New ) or Full ). A New ) is more 
common. 


10. The Age Harmonic has planetary positions which are in hard as- 
pect to the natal planets, especially involving o’, », and PB. The 
ruler of the 8" house is often afflicted by malefics, and also the 
hyleg, whether O or ) or Ascendant. 


11. A recent eclipse falls within a degree of an aspect to one of the 
Lights, the 8" cusp, the 12" cusp, the angles, or their rulers. 
Sometimes the eclipse is ¢, 0 or o° o or %, the takers of life. The 
orb must be less than a degree. The aspect can be the 22.5° as- 
pect, as well as the 0, 4, @ or ~. This is almost infallible. 


12. The eclipse the same number of years before birth as the age of 
the native may also foretell death. The arrow of Time has no pre- 
Jerred direction seems to be a law of Nature. 


13. Malefics transit the angles of the natal chart. (This is how 
Charles Carter is supposed to have foretold his own death.) 


14. If either o or » progressed by the degree-for-a-year symbolic 
method make a hard aspect to the hyleg death will be likely. 


15. Death will probably occur when by the Rule of the Septenary a 
malefic or a natally-afflicted planet is ruler of the seven-year pe- 
riod. The Rule of the Septenary states that the first planet rising 
after birth rules the first seven years, and so on, until the age 49 
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when the planet that was first to rise rules for just two years, then 
the one that was the seventh to rise will repeat from 51-57, and 
the sequence then continues but in reverse direction. Only the 
seven original planets are used. 


16. The Part of Death I and II (Asc plus 8" cusp minus ), using 
equal houses, or Asc plus 8" minus %) in the solar return aspects 
the hyleg or 4" or 8 house or rulers of the same. 


17. B by transit or progression afflicts a personal point, usually the 
(OF 


18. By Topocentric Primary Directions a malefic aspects an angle. 


LOCKERBIE 


\ammmy) O THE charts of the victims of mass catastrophes, who die 


\Y P together all show the indications of death in their charts? 
is) }] I have studied two of the charts of those who died at Lock- 


) erbie, and in one many indications for death are present, but 
there are few indications in the other, and her natal chart is not afflicted. 

Of course, the victims of the Lockerbie air crash all had the same 
death chart. Their day charts are all different. Perhaps we should pay 
charts more attention than we do. Prenatal or converse transit day charts 
are also valid—and are even more specific for each person. The Arrow 
of Time has no preferred direction. 

The question I asked myself was: is death preordained for everyone 
who perishes in a mass disaster, or are deaths due to catastrophes under 
different rules? 

Figure 1 is the birth chart of one of the victims. 

Her name was Mary Lincoln Johnson, and she was 25 years old. She 
had graduated from a prestigious University and had just spent fourteen 
months touring India and teaching English in Taiwan. 

Those who worked for the State Department had been warned of a 
possible bomb attack and canceled this flight. Many students who 
wanted to be home for Christmas got stand-by seats. Maybe she was one. 
Maybe she was not meant to die. 

Ronald Davison used a chart which, as far as I know, is pretty well 
unknown by other astrologers. It is the day-for-a-day transit and is set up 
for the date of the event but for the time and the latitude and longitude of 
birth. Figure 3 is this Davison-day chart of this young woman. Figure 3 
is her solar return chart, which I find the key chart for events of the year. 

First, was her natal chart seriously afflicted? The 11" degree of Q 
rose, and applied to a square to ¥ in 13° TI in the 4" house, and a trine to 
\, in 15° T in the 9" house, one of the fortunate houses. The natal posi- 
tions of these two planets were occupied by P and oat the time of the 
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igure 1 


Mary Lincoln Johnson 


8:04 am EST 
14th June 1963 


42N17, 71W21 


crash, in quincunx to each other, and therefore o” by transit was o 4 ruler 
of the Septenary, and natal 4 was also afflicted by transiting P. Her As- 
cendant ruler, the O, was in 22° Tl in the 9" house. 

In the solar return (Figure 2) notice that ¥ is o % in 29° %. Now look 
at her day chart: the © has come to 29° ~, to conjunct those solar- 
return malefics. 

The solar return is the key chart for looking to the fortunes of the 
coming year. It is interesting that 2 rose just before the O on her last 
birthday. This, the heliacal rising of 2, which happens every 585 days, 
was supposed by the ancient Mayas to be extremely unfortunate. They 
thought that 9, disappearing behind the O, was changed into a demon. 

Natally, it seems a strong and rather fortunate chart, except for X ¢ o” 
¢ P in the 2™ house. As the 2" opposes the 8", there is a suspicion of 
death by violence. 

The O is Q o& (72°, a good aspect, bestowing brains and talent), trine 
a stationary retrograde » (giving a sense of duty and an ability to stick to 
a job), and square the ). 

The ) is in the 8" house, and opposed by the last New ) eclipse on 
11th September—not so good. In fact, six out of seven Lockerbie victims 
had the eclipse in 18°43' |] aspecting a natal factor: a planet, house cusp, 
or 82. 

The only close parallel of declination in the chart is between % and ¥, 
an extraordinarily difficult contact. At death ¥ and the O were parallel 
and conjunct. 
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Figure 2 


Johnson Solar Return 
8:58 am EST 


13th June 1988 


42N17, 71W21 


Figure 3 


Johnson Day Chart 


8:04 am EST 


21st December 1988 


N17, 71W21 
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The natal O is in #'s sign, and § is in 29° 6 with the Pleiades (also 
known as The Weepers, and considered unfortunate by most authors). % 
is badly afflicted. It is 0 ¥ and 2 4. 

% was also the most afflicted of all the planets in her last solar return. 
It was not a fortunate solar return. Transiting » and X¥ were quincunx 
natal %, and the quincunx is a death aspect. 

You can say that she did, indeed, have a chart which hinted at the 
possibility of violence. 

Natally, o’ is o B in the 2° house. At the time of the bomb which 
brought down the plane o’ and P were again in aspect to each other, sig- 
nifying danger. 

So were there any indications for death? Yes, there were the follow- 
ing: 


1. The Rule of Death. This applies. Regressed 9 and regressed O 
are parallel. There is one other connection between the ruler of 
the 4" and the lord of the Ascendant, the O. The regressed sec- 
ondary chart has 22° } on the 4" cusp. This is square the natal 
O. There is a Ptolemaic aspect between them. The secondary 
progressed and regressed charts (Figures 4 & 5) are set for the 
birth place. Alexander Marr found the converse (regressed) chart 
for days before birth more valid for death than the direct secon- 
dary (progressed) which most astrologers use. Transiting 9 at 
death is in 22° , conjunct the 4" cusp. The 4" cusp is the end of 
life and the Q releases the energy of whatever it contacts. 


2. The secondary charts do not show a New ) ora Full ). 


3. The precessed lunar before death had only one angular malefic. 
X was in the 7" house, also the ©. The precessed lunar's ASC 
was 9° II, square natal PB. 


4. The progressed chart does have quincunxes, as does the death 
chart. o at 20° T] is + 4 at 18° T, and ~ % at 22° wa. 


5. Transiting & at 4°50' © and declination 16N32 is parallel natal 8. 
6. The solar return © is not angular. 


7. The solar return has 21° {2 rising and 12° & on the MC. No 
malefics are angular, but natal % is in 23° Q. \ is in the 10 
house in 22° &, also the ) in 13° I. 


8. The Lord of the Year is the O. It is in 22° I, applying to the X 
¢ % in 29° %. As noted earlier, @ rises just before it, heliacally. 
It is not otherwise afflicted, but, as noted, the Ascendant degree 
is opposite natal ». 
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Figure 4 


Johnson 


Progressed 


to Death 


9. The solar return does not have a New or Full ). 


10. The Age Harmonic for the 26" year (her age was 25 years 6 
months) has in 28° @ square natal MC, and X in 14°59' TI is 
square the Age-Harmonic Ascendant and opposition natal 5 at 
14°54' }. 


11. The eclipse of 11" September 1988 was at 18°43' I) opposing 
natal ) in the 8" house. In the last solar return the @& is in 18°27' 
TI conjunct the eclipse. 


12. The eclipse of 14" May 1938 was at 22°30' Tl, quincunx natal 
O. 


13. Malefics do not transit the angles of the natal chart. 


14. Adding or subtracting a degree for a year to natal o” gives noth- 
ing of significance. But adding a degree for a year to natal » 
brings it to 18°33' H, the exact position of natal ) in the 8” 
house. The ) is not hyleg, but this aspect has to be significant. 


15. \ is the ruler of the Septenary. It is natally afflicted by the quin- 
cunx to ¥, modern ruler of the 8 house. 


16. The two Parts of Death in the last solar return are 8°41' 4, and 
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22°01' I conjunct the O. 
17. B does not aspect any personal point. It is transiting at 14°15' Tl. 


The regressed secondary chart is not favorable. o’ is in 23°11' Q op- 
position and contra-parallel natal » at 23°06' #*. Transit ¥ at 9° % has 
just completed the semisquare. 


Johnson 


Regressed 


(a ae 


Sa 


In the direct secondary ¥ is parallel natal o’. This threatens catastro- 
phe. % ¢ ) is rising, trine natal O. 

Another aspect of violence is transit o in 15° T exactly semisquare 
natal ¥, and this is more like what we would expect for "danger in 
travel." 

Curiously, the chart of the crash resonates with Mary's chart, for the 
two Ascendants are the same within a few minutes of arc. 

Her hyleg is the O. The rule is that for death to occur it must be as- 
pected by either progressed o” or ». Regressed » is within 11' orb of a 
trine to the natal O, and a trine is an aspect which facilitates. 

\ at the crash was conjunct the regressed © at 27° ©. At death an as- 
pect of 4 with the © is by no means unusual. Does it mean there is an 
expansion of consciousness at death? 

¥ seems very actively connected with P, Lord of Death, and perhaps 
this is because the poor victims were hurled into the astral world so sud- 
denly. Mary's natal ¥ in 14° T). is conjunct transiting P, and takes part in 
the death Yod formed by & in T sextile the ) in I] and both quincunx P. 
¥ often plays a part in death charts, but it is not usually involved with 
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other planets as in this case. Perhaps this marks victims of mass disasters. 
I found it in the other Lockerbie victim's chart which I examined closely. 

In the chart of the crash of the plane o’ was the most elevated planet, 
in the 9", ~ 2 in his own sign Tl, an aspect indicating violence and ter- 
rorism. 

The © was conjunct ¥ and % in @ and it was thirty-six hours before a 
Full Moon in @ exactly  ¥. ¥ was 0 o—"Danger on journeys" as % 
tules travel. 

Mary's death occurred at the time that was fated. The afflictions to ¥, 
the last eclipse in 18° I? opposite the natal ) in in the house of death, 
and the fulfillment of the ancient Rule of death all indicate this. The Part 
of Death was also conjunct the O, the hyleg. 

But remember that 4 was conjunct regressed O at her death, and in 
the Lockerbie chart set for the birthplace 2 is the most elevated planet. 
Death may not be a great misfortune for, after all, it is the means of 
transportation from world to world, and all of us must pass through every 
world until we reach the Last of All. 


The Schapelle Corby Verdict 


DYMOCK BROSE 


HE GUILTY VERDICT against Schapelle Corby was delivered by 

the chief Judge, Linton Sirait, in the Court Room at Denpasar, In- 

donesia, on May 27, 2005 at 10:40 am (local time). This was 

the outcome of Ms Corby’s trial for allegedly importing 4.1 
kilograms of the drug marijuana from Sydney into Bali on 8th October 
2004 when Ms. Corby was arrested. The verdict is perceived by nearly 
all Australians as manifestly unjust as well as totally lacking in human- 
ity—apparently a standard feature of Indonesia law with its incredibly 
harsh sentences unleavened by any trace of mercy. I do not propose here to 
pursue that aspect of the case, but to glean what we can from the event chart 
about Schapelle’s future. 

As the event was initiated by the chief judge I take the 1* house as 
representing him and the opposing 7“ house as representing the accused, 
27-year-old Schapelle Corby. {2 rising with ruler O in the double-bodied 
sign I] is certainly appropriate as the chief judge had two companion 
judges to assist him in arriving at a verdict. 
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Verdict delivered 
3:40 am GMI 
27th May 2005 
Denpasar, Indonesia 


8539, 11SEI3 


priate as the chief judge had two companion judges to assist him in arriv- 
ing at a verdict. 

\ is trine the O, signifying that Judge Linton Sirait acted honorably 
according to his lights—he is a Christian and a religious man. Unhappily 
for Ms. Corby those “lights” and the Indonesian legal system are totally 
at variance with Western legal concepts and the presumption of inno- 
cence until guilt is proved. 

Schapelle Corby’s significators are » ruler of the 7th House, its occu- 
pant close to the cusp, and Q, the natural significator of young women. 

The verdict in a Horary chart would normally be taken as represented 
by the 4" house, but not necessarily in an Event chart. Here I regard it as 
the 5" house—the creative output of Judge Sirait. P on the cusp is a fea- 
ture of dire import for Schapelle, as it opposes 2—and it is coming closer 
by mutual application. The ruler of the 5" is \s, trine to the O, as previ- 
ously noted. So the verdict was not based on spite or prejudice—just a 
different legal system. 

PR & significator 2 represents destruction of Schapelle’s normal pros- 
pects and way of life. Taking the 7" cusp as her Ascendant, the 12” 
house of the Chart becomes her 6", which bodes ill for her health: » is 
there in its detriment, opposing and disposited by the ) in Schapelle’s 
12". The ) and » in Mutual Reception only makes the opposition stronger. 
There is no doubt Schapelle’s health will deteriorate in prison and lead to hos- 
pitalization. 

The ’s in the same degree as Schapelle’s significator 2, is another ad- 
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verse factor well-recognized as having an evil effect. The maleficent star 
Algol is at 26°14’ 8, little more than 1° from the Midheaven. This bears 
directly on the outcome for Schapelle as it is the 4 House from her Ascen- 
dant (7" Cusp). From the accused’s point of view the chart could hardly be 
much worse. One positive factor for Schapelle is the mutual reception of 2 
and ¥ which assures her the support of numerous friends. 

The 6" house of the chart, being the 2™* to the 5", shows the immedi- 
ate future following from the verdict. It holds no comfort for Schapelle. 
The } there opposed by * threatens continued restriction of liberty, con- 
firmed by »’s square to the Qs lying along the axis of legal proceedings. 
The best that can be said for Schapelle from the event chart is that the 
applying trine of the ) to ¥ in 6 will bring enduring support from friends 
and supporters. She will probably need this to keep her sane—and alive. 

When will her incarceration end? The sentence is 20 years. Though 
with “good behaviour” (and bribes) the term may be reduced to about 11 
years which is quite enough to kill her. An Indonesian prison must be a 
hell-hole for a woman accustomed to the food and amenities of Western 
civilization. From the cyclic charts I see no prospect of her being granted 
a Presidential pardon. 


Verdict 
2006 Solar Return 


Precessed 
9:41 am GMT 
27th May 2006 


8839, 11SE13 


However, the Solar Return chart of 27 May 2006 (drawn from the 
verdict Chart) holds good prospects of Schapelle’s condition being 
changed very much for the better during the year. The principal factor is 
@ ruling the house of confinement trine to P, co-ruler of the house due to 
the intercepted sign Tl. 

The ) and © in conjunction and ruling respectively the 9" and 10th 
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Houses mark the year from 27th May 2006 to be a turning point effecting 
a change in her legal status. As X trines ¥ in the 12 house this looks like 
a beneficial change of domicile—very probably a removal to an Australian 
prison as arranged by international negotiations (c' and » in 9"). For 
Schapelle, imprisonment in her home country Australia instead of Indone- 
sia would be like a gift from the gods ‘a consummation devoutly to be 
wished’. 


Schapelle Corby 


1:55 am GMT 
10th July 1977 


Brisbane, Australia 


27828, 1S3E02 


June 2006 has a series of secondary progressions plus a station of X at 
14°43’ } which point to this month being the 
critical one. But even if it does bring a beneficial 
change in her situation, a year is still a long time to 
suffer in an Indonesian penitentiary, and it would 
not conclude her sentence. She would have to complete 
the term in Australia. 

Schapelle Corby has become an ill-fated victim 
caught in the toils of a foreign, machine-like legal 
system. If she is innocent, as most Australians strongly 
believe, the offence against her is an enormity of 
wickedness. If she is guilty, she still has not merited 
the unmitigated harshness of her sentence. In this event I would attribute 
the extreme consequences to transgressions against the Law of Love 
committed at an earlier stage of her spiritual evolution—in other words, 
Karma. © in the 12" house of her nativity (see below) in close opposition 
to the Vertex certainly suggests this. 9 
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Earthquake & Tsunami 
in Indonesia & the Gulf of Bengal 
26" December 2004 


NICOLE GIRARD 


Not foreseeing is somehow weeping 
—Jules Verne 


\mmm) ESPITE scientists telling us that we can't, we are able to use 
\Y P astrology to successfully foresee earthquakes. This is some- 
& y) thing that is not understood in our rationalist civilization, de- 

i | spite many examples of significant scientists, such as Ptolemy, 

Galileo, Copernicus, Tycho Brahé, Kepler and Morin de Ville-franche, 

all of whom made extensive use of astrology. Newton, reckoned a genius 

by everyone, was an alchemist before anything else. 

Knowledge is not a scientific monopoly. Knowledge is also obtained 
through the arts, literature, philosophy and religion. Economic forecast- 
ers, who are very trendy nowadays, do not reach the skills of good as- 
trologers. Astrology is one of these ways by which we discover knowl- 
edge, we do so based on universe's unity and our means of perception. 
We are linked to wholeness through the Cosmos, which leads to the in- 
teractivity of phenomena. This may explain the existence of some other 
ways of divination, but astrology is precise and based on mathematics. 

Ptolemy explained his method of predicting future earthquakes in the 
Tetrabiblos: it works fairly well and I’ve been testing it for many years. 
Using this approach we can detect periods during which there is a high 
risk of a major earthquake, often pin-pointing the very day of the event. I 
was, for example, able to forecast, based on the solar eclipse of 11" Au- 
gust 1999, which contained a close opposition between the O and X, that 
as the transit O moved to make further aspects to X there would each 
time be a major earthquake, and this was true 75% of the time over the 
next six months. An earthquake in Athens occurred on 7" September 
1999 when the O was ~ ¥, and another in Taiwan on 21% September 
1999 with the O a X¥. 

When identifying the astrological cause of an earthquake, one must 
start with the solar eclipse that occurred before the event. Its chart is to 
be studied by identifying the dominant aspects in it. A planet in close 
aspect to the © is one of these. When these aspecting planets are again 
in aspect with the O, the event has strong chances to occur. For instance, 
the solar eclipse prior to the earthquake in Indonesia on 26" December 
2004 occurred on 14" October 2004. It was observable in Siberia, 
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Alaska, over the Pacific Ocean but not in Indonesia, so we don't know 
the length of the darkening time over the country where the event oc- 
curred. 


Solar Eclipse 


2:49 am GMT 
14th October 2004 


3N24, 9SE48 


09° 3€ 29° 

At the time of the solar eclipse of 14" October 2004 we did not know 
an earthquake will later occur in the north-west of Indonesia but a chart 
cast for that area is certainly meaningful, see Figure 1. 

The most elevated planet, 9, the planet of balance, is in I the sign of 
its fall. It is placed in the middle of the sky, is the dispositor of the five 
bodies in =, and is the exaltation ruler of the underground 4" house. 2 
has two difficult aspects, from ¥ and ¥, planets that represent the sea and 
brutal outbreaks. In this chart 2 is poorly balanced. Because of the angu- 
larity and afflictions of 2 one must fear a strong earthquake, which often 
occur in Indonesia. 

The placement of the average ¢ in © close to the cusp of the 8" house 
is often the sign of a strong mortality. The true ¢ is not shown in Fig. 1, 
its position is 18°12’ II in the 7" house, . E and trine the eclipse. 

An eclipse itself is evil by nature, it is the removal of light, and here it 
unbalances the sign of =. The closeness of the debilitated 0’, which is » 
\ and O §, suggests something rather excessive. The O is in its fall in = 
and here, besides being eclipsed by the ), it is O 4. With » also in the 
sign of its fall this © O % is the worst possible aspect, and it is not at all 
modified by the O’s sextile to the rising P or its square to 6. Astrologers 
should note which planets aspect the © in Figure 1—there are five: 0, , 
PB, 6 and the true {—and closely watch them as they transit and make 
further aspects to the transit O, for it is at these times that powerful 
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earthquakes are most likely to occur. 

On 23 December 2004 there was a very strong quake (rated 8.1 on 
the Richter scale) in the northern Macquarie Island (50814, 160E08) in 
Antarctica to the west of New Zealand. It was the final day of O o P be- 
ing within orb, the © at 2° % is now separated by 10° from the conjunc- 
tion. In the chart for this earthquake (Figure 3) o rises close the Ascen- 
dant, ° ). %, the 4" ruler, is exactly on the Midheaven closely opposed 
by & from the cusp of the 4" house (the house representing the under- 
ground). The ) is again aspecting %, as it was at the earlier eclipse. The 
O is exactly opposing the true ¢. 


a 1a,, 


Ue " 
. “8 Antarctic Earthquake 


2:59 pm GMT 
23rd December 2004 


50S14, 160E08 


Two of the planets aspecting the eclipse, P and the true $, were again 
aspecting the © at the time of this earthquake in the Antarctic. However, 
the other three planets that had aspected the © at the 14" October 2004 
eclipse are now involved in close aspects with the angular ). This sug- 
gests that in order to be as precise as possible in predicting major earth- 
quakes, one must identify transiting repeat aspects involving both the O 
and the ), the two lights that are involved in the eclipse itself. Such pre- 
cision would involve much work and possibly a team of astrologers, but 
it is well worth doing. 

Ihad previously identified 23“ December 2004 as one of several days 
in which there was a high risk of an earthquake, but had expected it to be 
the final day of that risky period—the O-P aspect was about to widen to 
beyond 10°—and neglected to the aspects of the minor bodies, 5 and the 
{ This was an error because the waxing ) brought back the O-)-P as- 
pect, and caused the high-risk period to continue. 
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igure 2 


Earthquake 
& Tsunami 


00:58 am GMT 
26th December 2004 


3N24, SEAS 


Figure 2 is cast for the moment of the earthquake of 26" December 
that caused the deadly tsunami. The O and Ascendant are in 4, with », 
their ruler, at the Descendant, o? &. The © in the 12" house of catastro- 
phes is opposed by the ). This is the day of a full ), which occurs some 
fourteen hours later at 3:07 pm UT. 

It is also the day when the true lunar nodes (not shown) moved from 
the G-T axis to T-+. The Qs are conjunct the MC-IC axis and have the 
property to create motion. The @ at the MC always represents a lack; in 
= it is a lack of balance. The Q at the IC indicates movement in the un- 
derground, while its dispositor, o”, having just entered ~ and applying to 
0 X, indicates a brutal outbreak. 

, the most elevated planet at the time of the prior eclipse has now 
reached 11° ~, the Ascendant in Figure 1, the chart for the 14" October 
2004 eclipse at this location. The loss of equilibrium prefigured by the 
placement of the debilitated ° at the Midheaven of the eclipse chart 
manifests itself on 26" December, the day that transiting 9 crossed the 
eclipse’s Ascendant. 

As also happened at the moment of the Antarctica earthquake of 23" 
December, » and 4, two of the planets aspecting the eclipsed © on 14” 
October, are angular and closely oppose each other. Here * is the ruler 
of the Ascendant. The O ¢ P itself has moved out of orb, there is now 
12° between the pair, but their midpoint at 28° ~ is being opposed by the 
) from 28° II, so the O-E pairing is very much involved. 

The ) is moving from o° PB to -° O: amplifying the tide to which it 
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brings a deadly aspect from P, even though tsunamis are not linked to the 
tide. 

The ) entered © at 4:39 am UT, moving to aspect » and the ¢ within 
that sign. Eighteen minutes earlier, at 4:21 am, there was another earth- 
quake (7.1 strong), this time in the Nicobar Islands (6N53, 92E56). As 
we saw in the two previous charts, the 4™ house ruler is at the MC—an 
event underground brought into prominence. One of these islands, Indira 
Point, would have been swallowed by the 10-meter high tsunami at this 
very place. 

The full ) takes place at 3:07 pm UT, at which time more and more 
casualties are being reported, further and further distant from the quake’s 
epicenter. The lunar Apogee (the ) o the true §) occurs at 07:15 pm on 
27 December by which time many of the wounded from the tsunami 
were dying. 

The Ascendant in Figure 2, is 22° 4. Two hours after the earthquake 
struck ¥ arrived at the eastern horizon, at which time the tsunami wave 
hit India and Sri Lanka. It took another six hours to reach the coast of 
East Africa. ¥ in the 1“ house, inflated by its trine from \s, together with 
the full moon at its apogee, and the Qs on the angle, combined to expand 
the size and range of this deadly tsunami. 

If we list all the aspects to the eclipse of 14" October 2004 we find 
the following: 


Planet Aspect to Eclipse _| Activity at Quake 
v 0 ox 
4 o of As 
6 o g As 
True ¢ 4 20 
B * o_O separating 


With only two of the five planets aspecting the O, and one of these 
two, the o P, already out of orb, the approach I had been advocating 
failed to predict the day of the earthquake. I now realize that aspects be- 
tween the ), the other light in the eclipse, and the five planets should 
have been studied. 

An accurate prediction of the earth’s loss of equilibrium and stability 
could have been made by the transit of 2 on 26" December over the 
eclipse’s Ascendant, but only if the chart for October eclipse been relo- 
cated to the earthquake location. The tsunami appears to have been more 
dependent on the ) than on the ©, because the number of casualties 
greatly increased as the ) o % became closer and closer, at which time 
the tsunami crossed the Gulf of Bengal. 

The placement of %, 5 and the Qs on the angles points to the timing of 
the earthquake. 

The charts of the earthquakes that occurred in Indonesia and Antarc- 
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tica on the 23 and 26" December are very similar, 5 o° 5 is angular in 
both. However, Figure 2, the chart for the 26" December quake and tsu- 
nami, has the Qs on the MC-IC axis, making it more lunar, which may 
explain the creation of the deadly tsunami and the thousands of deaths it 
brought with it. 

Let's see how this method applied to the major earthquakes (Richter = 
7 and above) that occurred following the eclipse of 14 October 2004. 


Date in | Time | Lat. Long. Location Richter 
2004 (UT) scale 
23 Oct Honshu's west coast, 6.6 
Japan 
11"Nov | 21:26 | 8809.1 124E52.1 Kepulauan Alor, 7S 
Indonesia 
15"Nov | 09:06 | 4N41.7 | 77W30.5 West coast of 7.2: 
Colombia 
22"Nov | 20:26 | 46839.4 | 164E42.4 West coast of 7A 
New Zealand 
26"Nov | 02:25 | 3836.2 | 135E22.6 Papuasia, Indonesia 7A 
28"Nov | 18:32 | 42N59.7 | 145E06.8 Hokkaido 7.0 
23 Dec | 14:59 | 50814.4 | 160E08.0 North of 8.1 
Macquarie Island 
26"Dec | 00:58 | 3N23.9 95E46.7 Indonesia's northwest 8.5 
coast 
26" Dec | 04:21 | 6N53.4 92ES6.4 Nicobar Islands Tal, 


Although not considered a major quake, the one on 23 October can 
be linked directly to the eclipse. During the eclipse season the © is still 
in conjunction with the Qs and on the 23" the ) had come to trine this 
conjunction. There often is a major earthquake in the eclipse season. 

We then have a suite of five major quakes in November. That of 11" 
November had O ¢ ) o % o o’ with the O o Ascendant; it is the first day 
of the © « % aspect, the other aspects are O » P and O a &. With the O 
aspecting each of the planets that had aspected it at the eclipse, an earth- 
quake on 11" November 11" was strongly foreseeable. 

The 15" November earthquake occurred with Q at 21° =, the very 
place of the eclipse in which 2 had indicated a lack of equilibrium. The 
quake occurred just as 2 rose up into the eastern sky at the Ascendant. Of 
the other planets indicated by the earlier eclipse, o is rising with the & in 
the 1* house, » is a O, P is « O, and & is * O from its position exactly 
at the IC. With so many indicators an earthquake was to be expected. 

On 22" November the © entered ~, a %. There isaclose )GO. & 
is rising in the 1“ house. This quake is too difficult to foresee with just 
these aspects but the tight bi-quintile aspect between » and P makes this 
period a very dangerous one. 
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Figure 4 


Indonesia 


9:22 am GMT 
27th December 1949 


Jakarta: 6510, 106648, 


20° 


Solar Return 


Indonesia 
3:45 pm GMT 


26th December 2004 


Jakarta: 6510, 106E48 
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26" November was the final day of the © a %. It was the day of a full 
moon, with the O and ) opposed along the MC-IC axis. 

This whole chain of major earthquakes occurred within the period 
that O 4 % was within orb, bringing out the affect of ’s original square 
to the eclipse. With » in ©, the sign of its detriment, the entire period of 
the trine was dangerous. This danger was increased with » being the ex- 
altation ruler of the eclipse. The first and the last day of any aspect must 
be particularly noted—for this © « % these were the 11" and the 26" 
November, on both of which days there was a major quake—and not 
only the day on which the aspect is exact. 

28" November had the Qs' axis located precisely on the horizon, with 
the 05 at the Ascendant, and the ) at 28° II « P; one aspect only, so the 
quake was not foreseeable, but it seems to herald the one of 26" Decem- 
ber, when the {Qs ride on the MC-IC axis and the ) is again at 28° T° . 


'Y INDONESIA? 

q There were 175,000 deaths. 

There are many common points between the mundane horo- 
scope for Indonesia and the chart for the moment of the earthquake's, 
which emphasizes the principle that all phenomena are interconnected. 

For the mundane horoscope of Indonesia I am using the chart for the 
moment when Queen Julianna of the Netherlands signed the transfer of 
powers’ agreement at 9:22 am UT on 27" December 1947, cast for Ja- 
karta, the capital of Indonesia. 

The chart contains a grand cross in cardinal signs, the O at 5° @ is 
squared by the ) and o’, and ° ¥. o’ and ¥ again closely aspected the O 
at the moment of the earthquake. The Ascendant at 11° [7 is exactly op- 
posed to the 11° x Ascendant at the moment of the solar eclipse of 14” 
October 2004 (see Figure 1), which, as we've already seen, was the posi- 
tion of 2 at the moment of the earthquake (see Figure 3). 

The solar revolution takes place at 5:45 PM on 26" December, on the 
day of the earthquake. The dignified ) is just 1° away from o® O and 
moving to its apogee in @ (the maximum time of lunar power, ¢ §). 

The Ascendant is 21° =, the very same degree on which the key 
event of the year, the October eclipse, occurred. There are several tight 
connections between this solar return and the natal chart, they include: 

DSROYVR,SSR* oR, YSROYR. 

The solar return’s MC-IC axis, relocated to the quake's location, is at 
6° &-#, on the return’s O & ). This shows the importance of the 
eclipse, ) and O in this event. 

At Djakarta, , ruler of 4" house is in the 10", indicating an under- 
ground collapse. The presence of ¥ in the 4" house tells us that the col- 
lapse happens beneath the sea. Underwater quakes are a frequent occur- 
rence all along the Indonesian coast, and these are indicated by » and 7 
in the 4" house of the Indonesian natal chart. 
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Figure 7 


Solar Return 
Thailand 


7:32 am GMT 
23rd June 2004 


Bangkok 
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&, the body associated with providential rescues, is in the return’s 4" 
house. This may relate to the massive outpouring of international assis- 
tance that was received following the disaster. It may also indicate that 
such aid will not last long. In fact, Indonesia wishes the foreign helpers 
to leave. Recall Bam's earthquake? It occurred exactly a year before on 
26 December 2003, killing 30,000 people. The collapse of this splendid 
medieval city prompted many feelings of solidarity. Billions of dollars 
were promised but only 17-million was ever received. The population 
continues to live in refugee camps because their houses have never been 
rebuilt. 


ae HY THAILAND? 
% 
There were 5,200 deaths (half of whom were tourists). 


Thailand’s natal Ascendant is 18°20’ I, which was the posi- 
tion of the true ¢ at the time of the October 2004 solar eclipse. At the 
same time PB opposes the country’s Ascendant from 20° ~. The eclipse 
itself at 21° ~ sextiles this sensitive point. 

Thailand has the O-)-P connection by an in-between midpoint: the ) 
from the Midheaven in } trines the O/2 midpoint in @. The well as- 
pected but wide ) o Q in X points to the country’s important coastal re- 
sources that are so popular with tourists. ¥, the Ascendant ruler, is con- 
junct both 2 and the 2% house P—one of the country's most important 
sources of income is generated by sexual tourism (800,000 minors are 
used as prostitutes). 

The October 2004 solar eclipse at 21° = squares Thailand’s P and 
opposes its ¥. The country’s natal © at 2° @ was opposed by the quake's 
O, and transited by the ) a few hours after the catastrophe. The ¢ was 
transiting over the country's O/2 midpoint. 


HY INDIA? 

{ q There were 16,000 deaths. 

&©£ In its natal chart the O o 4 & @ in #* are opposed by P in Q. 
The ) is closely oO ©. The quake’s © was conjunct India’s MC. 

The sextile between ¥ at 1° © at the IC and the ) o true §, indicates 
the high frequency of high mortality catastrophes in the subcontinent. 
rules the railways, aviation and explosions as well as brutal faults under- 
ground. It is the ruler of 8® house by exaltation, showing many deaths 
caused by accidents and catastrophes. The tsunami reached India’s east 
coast around 3 am UT. The ) entered © at 4:39 and transited X at about 
6:30 AM, the time that radios began reporting the disaster. 

India’s natal chart has an important, expansionist trine between oo 8 
¢ ¥ to the three benefic bodies in #. By the time of the December 2004 
earthquake, ¥ had separated from ¢ 4 and was applying to o 9, while the 
transiting 4 was moving to ¢ ¥. These transits clearly indicate the eco- 
nomic boom India is currently experiencing. India wants to dominate the 
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Indian Ocean, is about to launch its first satellite and has achieved nu- 
clear power and peace with Pakistan, but apparently has no seismo- 
graphic warning system to advise of impending tsunamis, or maybe just 
doesn't care about the welfare of its citizens. 

This 4 4 ¥ also impacted on the growing of the wave, as the Ascen- 
dant of the quake transited the sign of the #« during the second hour after 
the quake. The same trine also points to religious problems, for only the 
Untouchables, those modern slaves, are allowed to burn the bodies of the 
tsunami’s victims. On 26" December the beaches were crowded with 
people preparing to celebrate the full Moon with ritual communal bath- 
ing. 

The solar revolution has O o ¥ at the MC, and the ) transiting the na- 
tal Ascendant in T. The emphasis of both ¥ and the ) points to events 
connected with the sea. ¥ is closely trine its natal position, and the semi- 
sextile from the ) to ¥ in the solar return will have enlivened both this X 
aspect to its own position and the natal ) * X, and these in turn will have 
brought to life the deadly ¥ 0° MC in India’s nativity. P at 21° ~ sextiles 
the October 2004 position of the eclipse. India suffered fewer casualties 
than the other countries and seems to have been less concerned about its 
losses. Perhaps, due to the country’s immense size and diversity, the 
tsunami was just one more accident. 


WA44 HY SRI LANKA ? 
There were 31, 000 deaths. 

2S) =I rises and O ¢ » in I is at the MC in Sri Lanka’s natal chart. 
Both Tl and I] are double signs ruled by %, which perhaps explains why 
the country is divided in two between Singhalese and Tamils. It was the 
first country to put children back into school (%), which it did soon after 
the catastrophe. The aspect linking to the quake is ) o B, a O. 

The solar revolution ) is at 2° G. The O/) midpoint is widely op- 
posed to P, which revives the natal O-)-P connection this year. 2 and o” 
are also connected with these three, a connection that was also present in 
the natal chart. The ) is conjunct the ¢, its apogee; on the day of the 
quake the ) was back at this place, squaring natal P and applying to tran- 
sit over the natal 2 o o”. Millions of people were displaced. 

The natal 4 G ¥ is an opposition in the solar return, with 4, the MC 
ruler, in detriment at the IC. There are many dangerous aspects but also 
indications of financial help with X, the natal 2"* house ruler, poised at 
the return’s Midheaven. 

At the time of the earthquake, 2, the MC ruler, was at the Descendant 
of Sri Lanka’s solar return (this had the Ascendant at the earthquake lo- 
cation for the October eclipse). The © was then opposing the return’s ), 
and the ) was crossing the return’s £2 and ), all of which explains the 
high number of casualties in such a small country. 
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A Review of the Facts 


Each of these four countries have O-)-B connections in their native 
horoscopes. These aspects are present in the solar returns for three of 
them. They caused the earthquake. P closely aspects the solar eclipse of 
14" October 2004. The countries with the highest number of mortalities, 
Indonesia and Sri Lanka had a ) o § (the ) at its apogee, when it is most 
distant from the earth) either in its nativity or in its solar return. 


What Ptolemy says: 


1) Examine the concerned countries that have a link with the sector of 
the zodiac in which the eclipse occurs. None of countries involved in the 
26" December earthquake and tsunami are = countries, but they all have 
in common the key aspect of the eclipse. It is present either in their na- 
tivity or in their solar return: the O-)-B and the )-£ aspect. 

2) Timing of the events: how long an eclipse lasts over the country. 
This worked in 1999, on the countries swept between the western Atlan- 
tic and the Gulf of Bengal by the eclipse of 11" August. In addition, if 
the eclipse is closer to the MC than to the Ascendant, the event should 
take place at least four months after the eclipse, which is not the case 
here where the event occurred within three months, but would apply 
were another cataclysm to occur between March and June. 

3) The nature of the event. Many rulers of 4" house (ground and the 
underground) are present in the 10 house (indicating what will happen) 
in this matter of tectonic plates collapsing. The ruler of the concerned 
house must be surveyed, as well as its celestial state. 


A Suggested Approach for Predicting Earthquakes 


From the eclipse's chart identify the dominant planets, those that as- 
pect the O. 

List these planets that aspect the eclipse and note when they will 
again aspect the transiting O. When several of these repeat pairings oc- 
cur at the same time, it is a dangerous period and if the aspects are within 
a 1° orb this is likely to be very day of the earthquake, as in Athens on 7” 
September 1999 and in Taiwan on 20" September 1999 (see Considera- 
tions, XVII: 1). 

Finally, note the transits of the key planets to the eclipse’s angles at 
different locations (here, 2 at 11° 7 on 12 December 2004). 


Translated from the French by Vincent Rouffineau 


35 


Pope Benedict XVI 


VIRGINIA REYER 


OPE BENEDICT XVI was born Joseph Alois Ratzinger on Sat- 

urday April 16, 1927 at 4.15 a.m. at Markt! am Inn, in Bavaria. 

He is a German-bom ecclesiastic, the son of a police officer 

from a farming family in lower Bavaria. His family was against 
the Hitler regime but they had to keep this private to avoid imprison- 
ment. Joseph and his brother George were enrolled in the Hitler-youth, 
which was mandatory. Teens and older folk, anyone capable to be of 
help to the Nazis were enrolled in the Volksturm Apteilung. They had to 
bring stuff to the front in anything with wheels, gasoline was very scarce. 
Walking back from the front into Germany the Volksturm had to take 
anything back to Germany that could be needed, even people. Many peo- 
ple were hiding in the woods, including me. I was born and lived in oc- 
cupied Luxembourg during the war. Joseph was drafted at age 16 into the 
German auxiliary anti-aircraft service, he escaped and returned home. At 
the end of the war he was held for a few months in a US prisoner-of-war 
camp. 


Pope Benedict XVI 


4:15 am MET 
16th April 1927 
Markt, Germany 


48N15, 12E51 


ea 


In 1946 the future pope began studies in philosophy and theology at 
the University of Munich. He was ordained as priest on June 29, 1951. In 
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1957, he qualified as a university teacher and began teaching. In 1969 he 
became a professor of theology. In 1977 he was appointed Archbishop of 
Munich, being installed on May 28, 1977. He was elevated to Cardinal 
one month later and became private advisor to Pope John Paul II. 

He is now Benedict XVI, considered to be genuinely pious, intellec- 
tually brilliant, blunt and passionate about the truth. He is fluent in sev- 
eral languages. His experiences during the war, seeing the horrors perpe- 
trated by the Nazis were critical in 
forming his ideas about the role of 
the church, his job as Pope will 
be challenging. 

He was elected Pope April 19, 
2005 at about 5.50 PM, Vatican 
time and took the name of 
Benedict XVI. 

\y is conjunct his Ascendant in 
x. This gives a great deal of 
spiritual wisdom and mystical 
insight that allows him to 
penetrate the subtleties of human 
nature. It makes him a sympathetic, adaptable, ethereal and visionary 
personality, receptive to all kinds of influences. With \ the co-ruler of H, 
there is altruism, kindheartedness, a love of solitude and quiet happiness. 
\y in this position brings harmony, religion, law, justice, optimism, moral 
and religious aspirations, a moral character and qualities of leadership. 

The ¥/4 midpoint at the chart’s East Point symbolizes contacts and 
relationships with others and is out among the general public. The anti- 
Vertex conjunct the East-Point is the manner of interaction with others 
and gains public notice. ¥ conjunct the fixed star Scheat makes the Pope 
mentally keen but he can be criticized through his actions or statements. 
The © Mc gives leadership ability and shows that he will gain promi- 
nence in this life; it makes him aware of his mission in life. 

There was a full ) the day after birth at 26°48’ = in the 7” house, 
showing he will be able to integrate and illuminate others. 

The © a ¥, with ¥ co-ruler of the Ascendant, puts greater focus on re- 
ligion and spirituality; it nurtures inner conditions that were developed in 
his past, and gives him an intuitive understanding of others. The 6” 
house ¥’s semisextile to the 7" house Vertex, puts emphasis on his work 
and the services he performs in a spiritual way and demands many sacri- 
fices. The same aspect shows that he also cares much for pets and ani- 
mals, especially for domesticated animals, and says that they should be 
protected. O/¥ o IC gives deep inner experiences and the cultivation of 
soul-life. 

o 0 X indicates strong emotional tension. o is o Q in a critical de- 
gree; anything at 0° has to do with changes or new beginnings. 
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The ) last passed over ¥ and its next conjunction will be to 5. The 
+f midpoint is 15°36’ =, close to the ), an indication of spiritual matur- 
ity and compassionate religious insight. It also enhances musical activity 
and religious tendencies—the Pope is a good piano player. ) OP there is a 
tendency to let the past die and to seek drastic changes in his life. 

The Vertex is o° ¥ and O o’, which can feel like being cut off and not 
belong to the mainstream, it restricts partnerships and relationships. 

% is the uppermost planet, it gives power in the expression of lan- 
guages, oratory, is a powerful degree. 

Q «of at 29°, a degree of fate and a testing ground; the pair rule the in- 
tercepted signs in the 1* and 7” houses. 2 predominates, giving a melodi- 
ous voice and musical ability, 2 4 Vertex receives help from friends. 2 » 
& adds vitality to the emotional nature, renders o more refined, and 
gives an energetic disposition. 2 * ¥ is grace and cheerfulness. o ¢ Q 
gives a desire for collaboration and cooperation with others. Natal o’ is 
out of bounds, it is karmic and he does his own thing. 

He was elected Pope April 19, 2005, the transit chart has 6° 07’ = at 
the Ascendant, opposed by $—a hasty selection—and by the 9/K mid- 
point—a demonstration of love, in the presence of others. Progressed P 
is conjunct the natal MC—he has an important spiritual mission to per- 
form for the regeneration of the forces controlling society, event P retro- 
grade in the 3" house trines the Q and this will help him attain a higher 
level of expression. 

There is a collection of prophecies attributed to St. Malachy an Irish 
archbishop who lived during the Middle Ages. These prophesies, which 
provide brief descriptions to future popes, were kept secret until the end 
of the 16" century. Many have tried to match the mottoes with various 
popes. Many link Pope Benedict XV, who reigned from 1914 to 1922 to 
“religion laid waste" considering World War I. According to Malachy's 
prophesies the new Pope Benedict XVI, the 265" successor of Peter, the 
founder of Christ’s church, is described by the phrase gloria olivae or 
‘glory of olives’. What can this mean? The Benedictine order has a sub- 
group known as the Olivetans and St. Benedict the founder is said to 
have prophesied that the last pope would be a Benedictine and would 
usher in an age of world peace. The olive branch is a symbol of peace. 
The new Pope took the name Benedict upon his election; he has strong 
ties with the Benedictine and has spent several retreats with them. Is that 


enough to fulfill the prophesy? 
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The Qualities 
& the Temperament 


KEN GILLMAN 


TTEND MOST astrological conferences and chances are that 

you will be handed a name tag on which you will be expected 

to add the Zodiacal signs occupied at your birth by the O, ) and 

Ascendant. This is an important ice-breaker, one we have that 
attendees at non-astrological conferences do not. Knowing someone’s 
rising sign and the birth signs of their O and ) tells us an enormous 
amount of information. Much more than the name. We know immedi- 
ately whether this is a person with whom we are likely to get along with, 
if it is someone who views the world in a manner similar to how we do. 
We tend to mingle with such people, they are our types. This information 
also quickly identifies those we probably should avoid; they won’t have 
much sympathy with our views and any attempted conversation will only 
lead to misunderstanding. 

The combination of the O, ) and Ascendant, adjusted in turn by the 
appropriate annual, monthly and daily cycle, and by close aspects, helps 
us identify an individual’s temperament, how he or she will tend to react 
in any situation 


Qualities of the Moon 


The © sign, discussed in detail in the previous issue, points to the 
month in which a person is born. The placement of the ) says when dur- 
ing the month this occurs. The qualities of the ) remain the same irre- 
spective of where on earth, north or south of the equator, someone is 
born. The seasons do not affect the ) but its four phases do. 

The first of the four lunar phases extends from the )’s conjunction 
with the © until it has become a quarter ) at which time the ) has ad- 
vanced 90° beyond the ©. The ) is young and like all youthful beings its 
qualities are a mixture of moisture and heat. 

In its second phase, as the waxing ) moves from its first quarter to its 
fullness, the O-) elongation extending from 90° to 180°, the )’s quality 
is a mixture of heat and dryness. 

Following the opposition, the waning ) moves on to its last quarter, 
the elongation enlarging from 180° to 270°. During this third phase the 
)’s quality is a mixture of dryness and cold. 

Finally, in its fourth and final phase, as the old ) moves back toward 
the O, we have the time when the quality of the ) is cold and moist. 

The waxing ) is outgoing and extraverted, it is hot; the waning ) is 
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introverted and less sociable, it is cold. The closer the ) is to the O the 
more feminine and fertile, she is moist; the more distant the more mascu- 
line and life-ending, she is then dry. 

Thus the ) splits the month into four parts just as the O splits the year 
into twelve, and the sequence of the four divisions is similar, going from 
moisture to heat to dryness and then to cold. There is, however, one im- 
portant difference. When the © is in a specific sign, ignoring the hemi- 
sphere seasonal change for the moment, it will always be in the same 
quadrant of the year—the O is in 5 only in springtime, never in summer, 
autumn or winter. This does not apply to the ), which can be in a par- 
ticular sign in any of its four phases. 


Table 4: Phase Modifications to the )’s Sign 
J's quarter 
D) Quality via ae ae Cal 
sign Hot & Hot & Cold & | Cold & 
moist dry dry moist 
HM HD cD CM 
T8227 | hot & dry 
HD H+ D- H+ D+ H- D+ H- D- 
OM 6 | cold &dry 
cD C- D- C- D+ C+ D+ C+ D- 
I, +, *% | hot & moist H 
M H+ M+ H+ M- H- M- H- M+ 
& I, H | cold & moist 
CM C- M+ C- M- C+ M- C+ M+ 


There are of course differences between the three ) signs within the 
same element, just as there are between O signs within the same ele- 
ment—the fixed sign of an element having the most equal mix of the 
element’s two qualities, the cardinal retaining traces of the previous ele- 
ment, and the mutable sign already becoming attuned to the upcoming 
element—but for now we will ignore these. 

The notation D- in Table 4 tells us that this is a phase where there is 
less of the passion and other attributes associated with dryness than we 
usually expect due to the )’s presence in this particular sign. 

D+ says there is more passion, more tension, etc., than usual. 

M+ indicates a greater than expected adaptability. 

M- points to less sensitivity, less pliability. 

H+ suggests greater than usual energy and extraversion. 

H- says less enthusiasm than might be expected. 

C+ tells of more restraint, the person is shyer than is usual. 

C- indicates the individual is less introverted. 
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The Ascendant 


Daylight hours are warmer than those of the night. The quadrant from 
the Ascendant to the MC and its opposite (from the Descendant to the 
IC) are masculine and dry. The others are feminine and moist. As a re- 
sult the qualities of the quadrants differ from the seasonal sequence we 
see in the year. To take this into account the qualities of the ascending 
sign are modified by the quadrant the O occupies. 

As the earth turns it 
brings different signs up to 


MC 
the eastern horizon, one after 
another. At sunrise the sign 
containing the O is at the 
Ascendant. The remainder of Hot & Dry Hot & Moist 
the 1" house and all of the 
2" and 3“ houses, as defined “8° 
at sunrise, will rise to the 
Ascendant and continue on Cold & Moist | Cold & Dry 
up into the daytime sky as 
the © ascends through the 
southeastern quadrant, mov- 
Ic 


ing from its sunrise position 

to the Midheaven. These 

ascending signs are coming into a masculine world that is hot and dry 
and they are modified because of this. 

Similarly, as the © descends in the sky from the Midheaven to its po- 
sition at sunset, the signs that were on the 4", 5" and 6" houses at sunrise 
will rise over the eastern horizon and move into the daylight. They make 
their appearance during the afternoon, coming into a hot and moist envi- 
ronment, and this will feminize them. 

Again, in the evening, between sunset and the O moving to the IC, 
the rising signs will be those that were in the 7", 8° and 9™ houses at 
daybreak. The heat of the day has gone and it is now cold and dry. This 
cold and dry environment will modify these rising signs. 

Finally, between midnight and the start of the new day, as the O 
moves through the northeastern quadrant, the signs that were on the 10°, 
11" and 12" houses when this 24-hour day began will be rising into the 
night sky over the eastern horizon.’ The environment in these pre-dawn 
hours is cold and moist and these rising signs will be modified accord- 
ingly. 


Dsc 


' The last of the twelve houses to rise before the new day begins is the one that 
was appropriately numbered as the 12 at sunrise—an obvious fact that should 
answer those who are troubled by the houses being numbered as they are in a 
counter-clockwise sequence. 
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Table 5 shows these modifications of each rising sign’s elemental na- 
ture according to the quadrant occupied by the O at the moment of birth. 


Table 5: Ascendant Sign by ©’s Quadrant 
Modified by the _O’s position by Quadrant/House 
Ascending | Ascendant’s [ SE (HD) | SW(HM) | NW(CD) | NE (CM) 
sign Element | 10, 11,12 | _ 789 4, 5,6 12,3 
T, OX HD H+ D+ H+ D- H- D+ H- D- 
OM, 6 cD C- D+ C- D- C+D+ C+D- 
IL, 2, ww HM H+M- H+ M+ H- M- H- M+ 
8 mH cM C-M- C- M+ C+M- C+ M+ 


Given what has been discussed to this point, the notation in Table 5 
should be self-explanatory. We see, for example, that an individual born 
with a I Ascendant when the © is in the 7", 8" or 9 house, in the 
southwest quadrant, is an extreme [], and this is in complete contrast to 
the more conservative version with the same [| Ascendant born shortly 
after sunset when the O is placed in the north-west quadrant, in the 4", 
5" or 6" houses. 


The Ascendant-Ruler 
& the First-to-Rise Planet 


When evaluating a person’s inherent temperament, how he or she will 
automatically react to any new situation, we take into account the quali- 
ties associated with the O, ) and Ascendant, as has been explained. 
These three are in turn modified by any planet closely aspecting them. In 
addition, it has been the usual approach to include the qualities associ- 
ated with “the most powerful planet.” Originally this most powerful 
planet appears to have been defined as the Almuten of the Horoscope, 
namely the planet most dignified at the rising degree, taking into account 
the rulers of the ascending degree’s sign, exaltation, triplicity, term and 
face. Later this changed and by William Lilly’s time it had become the 
Ruler of the Geniture, the planet deemed to be the strongest in the whole 
chart, as identified by a complex scoring system. 

I have compared these two approaches using the charts of many indi- 
viduals, mainly family and friends, for whom I am confident that I truly 
know their temperaments and, while I find the Almuten of the Horoscope 
to be more helpful than the Ruler of the Geniture, I find that neither pro- 
vides a greater insight into an individual’s temperament than does the 
ruler of the ascending sign. Accordingly, this is what I use. 

There is a tradition that states that the planet ruling the ascending sign 
tends to be largely ineffective when it is located in the 2°, 6", 8° or 12” 
signs from the Ascendant. At these times it does not aspect (in the tradi- 
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tional sense of the word) the Ascendant. I have not found that this di- 
minishes the Ascendant-ruler’s influence on the temperament. Two of 
the examples that follow are of this type. 

Besides the Ascendant ruler, I find the planet that will next ascend 
over the eastern horizon after the birth has a great influence on how a 
person will react to any situation. This is something I’ve learned from 
my 30-plus years’ study of the Septenary. This first-to-rise planet (I only 
use the seven classical bodies) may not be the most powerful planet in 
terms of its dignities, angularity or elevation; it may be in its detriment or 
fall, retrograde, in a cadent house, or in any of the many other ways a 
planet is said to be weakened; but whether strong or weak the planet that 
next rises after birth always greatly influences how an individual re- 
sponds to any stimulus. 

It helps that no scoring system or reference to a detailed table of dig- 
nities is required in order to identify either the Ascendant ruler or the 
planet that will rise next after the birth. 


The Planets 


So far we have been considering the two lights, the O and ), in terms 
of their seasons, and have done so with respect to how the signs they oc- 
cupy are modified by the annual solar and monthly lunar seasons. As 
such we have ignored the essential beings of the O and the ). The O is 
predominately hot with some dryness; hot because the O is obviously 
strongest in daylight hours when the heat is greatest, dry because dryness 
is the masculine quality and the O is the archetypal male. The ) is the 
reverse, cold & moist, for contrary reasons. She delights in the night, 
which is cold, and she is moist because she is the essential female. Be- 
tween them, very much as one might expect, the two lights possess all 
four qualities. 

The same four qualities are associated with four of the five remaining 
classical bodies. * is basically cold, o” essentially dry, ¢ inherently 
moist, and 4 predominately warm. See the appended discussion of the 
four qualities, previously given on pages 71 and 72 of Considerations 
XX: 2. 4 is essentially expansive; » is restrictive, slow and indifferent; 
& is willful; and @ is ever permissive. 

Depending on the tradition one follows, » is defined as cold & dry by 
some and cold & moist by others, and the same contrariness applies to 
each of the other three planets: o is sometimes said to be hot & dry and 
on other occasions it is cold & dry; 2 can be either hot & moist or cold & 
moist; and \ is said to be hot & moist by some and hot & dry by others. 

Rather than blindly adhering to any one particular tradition, I have at- 
tempted to work from first principles, as I understand them, adding the 
appropriate masculine quality, hot or dry, whichever is missing, to a 
planet’s essential nature when it rises before the O. When a planet rises 
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after the O, I replace this as appropriate with cold or moist, the missing 
feminine quality. I give ¥ the qualities of the signs it rules, using the 
same rules. 

Table 6 lists these variations. 


Table 6: Qualities of the Planets 
Planet Basic Relationship to the © 

quality Oriental Occidental 

g Moist Hot & Moist | Cold & Moist 

g Variable Hot & Moist Cold & Dry 

of Dry Hot & Dry Cold & Dry 

y Hot Hot & Dry Hot & Moist 

% Cold Cold & Dry | Cold & Moist 

{3) Hot & Dry These have been 

» Cold & Moist already discussed 


Qisas \, the Gas 


The above allocations differ from those given by Lilly. 

X is considered to be hot & dry. 

¥ is thought to be cold & moist. 

There is no agreement on the qualities of P, but cold & dry makes 
sense to me. 

These new-found planets are only used when involved in particularly 
tight aspects. I do not amend their quality combinations by their rela- 
tionship to the O on the infrequent occasions these planets are used in 
defining temperament. 


The Four Temperaments 


The calculation of temperament is a vital first step in analysis of the 
nativity. Skipping this stage leaves us ignorant of the nature of the beast 
with which we are dealing. No matter what the other indications in the 
chart may tell us about the nature, omitting this initial step leaves us ig- 
norant of whether the nature in question is that of a tiger, a gibbon, a 
bull or a giant sloth. This is a distinction of no small significance. Most 
of what we read from the chart, and certainly all we read from it on the 
psychological and physical levels, must be read in the light of this initial 
distinction (if we decide that our native is a bad-tempered tiger we have 
more cause to worry than if he is a bad-tempered sloth!)—John Frawley” 


? The Real Astrology Applied (2004. London: Apprentice Books). p. 121. 
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Before discovering how to identify the temperaments from the birth 
chart, we should see just who these four types are. In summary: 
Che melanchalic is ever seriaus, 
the sanguine light-hearted; 
the chalexic wants ta alivays: take the lead, 
and the phleqmatic is cantent ta let him. 


SANGUINE (Hot & Moist) 

A sanguine person is a free and liberal spirit, an agreeable, friendly 
individual who is apparently without a trouble in the world. He will act 
from good-hearted impulses and be sympathetic and benevolent. He can 
be the best of good companions, always entertaining, lively and cheerful, 
seeking joy for himself and providing amusement for others. He is bold, 
courteous, always optimistic, trusting that things will always end to his 
benefit, faithful and liberal. He is kind, generous and charitable, but also 
somewhat unprincipled and not too good at repaying his debts. He en- 
joys life and loves changes; but his purposes are easily deflected by any 
variation in circumstances. He should never become a judge for he finds 
the laws far too strict and he is too easily influenced by bad luck tales. 

According to Ramon Lull,’ sanguine people are naturally more faith- 
ful than others and more trusting. They are more willing to show what 
they know to others because they think more than others; they do not 
naturally hold secrets. They learn and understand quickly but soon for- 
get. They do not fear poverty or need and naturally have more desire for 
infants, whom they love and want to have more than other men, whereby 
they multiply the human race. 


Fat and jolly of nature are those of sanguine humor. 
They always want to hear rumors, 
Venus and Bacchus delight them, as well as good food and laughter; 

They are joyful and desirous of speaking kind words. 

These people are skillful for all subjects and quite apt; 

For whatever cause, anger cannot lightly rouse them. They are 
Generous, loving, joyful, merry, or ruddy complexion, 
Singing, solidly lean, rather daring and friendly. 


Regimen Sanitatis Salernitanum‘* 


When unable to enjoy himself a sanguine person will become vocally 
discontented, a complainer. He gets downhearted when others are sad. 
When someone else is ill or in trouble he will feel true and unfeigned 
compassion, but then gets distracted and quietly slip away until circum- 


> 13" century Spanish philosopher and prolific author. He created a symboli- 
cally rigorous astrology based on the qualities. His Treatise on Astronomy has 
been translated by Kris Shapar and published by Project Hindsight. 

* Written sometime during the 12" or 13 centuries. 
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stances change. At his worst he can become childish and trifling. 
Nietzsche considered the sanguine to be Dionysian. He described the 
self-indulgence of this type as hedonistic aestheticism. 


CHOLERIC (Hot & Dry) 


Next is the choleric humor, which is known to be impulsive: 
This kind of man desires to surpass all others. 
On the one hand he learns easily, he eats much and grows quickly; 
On the other hand, he is magnanimous, generous, a great enthusiast, 
He is hairy, deceitful, lavish, bold, 
Astute, slender, of dry nature, and of yellowish complexion. 
Regimen Sanitatis Salernitanum 


Here we have a proud, strongly-opinionated somewhat rather superfi- 
cial individual who is very conscious of his own worth and overly con- 
cerned with appearances. He will come across as an authority on what- 
ever subject he is discussing, has a sense of honor, is very ambitious, and 
has excellent imagination. He wants to be recognized, for others to ac- 
knowledge his status in life and the value of his possessions—his wealth, 
his home, his family, his car, his college and his background—and can’t 
bear being ignored, for his opinion not to be asked and deferred to. He is 
a natural leader and delights in lording it over others, which he assumes 
is his natural right. Because of how he behaves others usually think well 
of him. He is quick-witted, bold, extremely self-confident, courageous, 
and quarrelsome, usually has very good manners and presents himself 
well. He can be the essential politician; all things to all people, altering 
his beliefs to suit his audience and circumstances. He is not at all unin- 
telligent but may sometimes appear to have more understanding than he 
really has. There is haste and impatience in his manner, a cold hearted- 
ness, a lack of any true consideration for the feelings of others, and a 
somewhat domineering nature. He will become angry when things don’t 
go the way he would wish or when others fail to give him his full due. 
There is a certain detachment from the limitations of reality that can be- 
come intolerance and ruthlessness. 

Ramon Lull says the choleric is more quickly angered than another, 
and has greater anger, but the anger does not last long. He is quick to 
make decisions, and quick to undertake something and quick to neglect 
it; he is inconstant and always ready to do an about-face. 

At his worst the choleric will want to fight anyone he believes has in- 
sulted him and, when this is impossible, he will threaten to sue them in 
court, and often does. Should his vanity, his need to achieve a reputation 
and be noticed become over inflated he is likely to make a fool of him- 
self and display childish tantrums. The philosopher Immanuel Kant’, a 


* In his Observations on the Feeling of the Beautiful and Sublime, 1764. 
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good source for descriptions of the temperaments, says, the choleric “is 
very much given to dissembling, hypocritical in religion, a flatterer in 
society, and he capriciously changes his political affiliation according to 
changing circumstances.” 

Kant goes on to say that the choleric person has some principles, 
unlike the Sanguine character who has none, but these are not principles 
of virtue but of reputation and he himself has no feeling for the beauty of 
an object but only for what the world might say about it. 

& is the planetary ruler of the choleric. 


MELANCHOLIC (Cold & Dry) 

The melancholic is slow and methodical, a deep thinker with a well- 
developed imagination, an earnest, diligent, conservative, solitary man of 
principles. He is usually mistrustful and suspicious of others; and can be 
slovenly in his habits. Unlike the choleric, he is not at all concerned with 
what others may think, preferring to make up his own mind. He is intro- 
spective and is said to be privy to a deep understanding of the workings 
of the world. Indeed, he has a predominant longing for knowledge, a 
curiosity covering everything from the most insignificant things in eve- 
ryday life to the most profound scientific investigations. He can be obsti- 
nate, rarely changing his ideas once he has formed them. He is indiffer- 
ent to the direction in which the wind is blowing, to changes in fashion 
or politics. He makes permanent friends and keeps secrets. He is always 
truthful, hating lies and any form of dissimulation—he values himself 
and respects others too much to lie. He is rarely submissive, demands 
freedom, and abominates any form of slavery or bondage. He is a strict 
judge of himself and of others, and experiences dark depression. 

For Nietzsche the melancholic is Promethean, a libertarian who in- 
dulges himself on the basis of his own efforts and earnings, which natu- 
rally limits just how far his self-indulgence can go. 


There remains the sad substance of the black melancholic temperament, 
Which makes men wicked, gloomy, and taciturn. 
These men are given to studies, and little sleep. 
They work persistently toward a goal; they are insecure. 
They are envious, sad, avaricious, tight-fisted, 
Capable of deceit, timid, and of muddy complexion. 
Regimen Sanitatis Salernitanum 


Ramon Lull says the melancholic can attain to great knowledge but he 
is suspicious and will constantly worry about the future. 

According to Kant, the melancholic is the one temperament that will 
act on his principles, “which is not necessarily good as it can so easily 
happen that one errs in these principles, and then the resulting disadvan- 
tage extends all the further, the more universal the principle and the 
more resolute the person who has set it before himself.” In other words, 
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if you are going to act according to principle, be sure you have the right 
principles. 

At his worse, the melancholic is easily dejected and may seem to be 
perpetually sad and depressed, or he will become a fanatic for some 
cause or other. If insulted or if he feels he has experienced some injus- 
tice, he can become extremely vengeful, never forgetting a slight, and 
refusing to give up until he has coldly extracted complete satisfaction for 
the wrong he suffered. He can be superstitious and experience meaning- 
ful dreams. 


PHLEGMATIC (Cold & Moist) 

Phlegmatic types had a bad press in the 17" century. Culpepper® de- 
scribed them as “Very dull, heavy, slothful, sleepy, cowardly, fearful, 
covetous, self-loving, slow in motion and shame-faced.” 

In fact, the Phlegmatic is the most practical of persons; he is an amia- 
ble fellow who concerned simply with self-interest and usefulness: 
what's in it for me and mine? He is the diligent, orderly and prudent 
working man or woman, who will react—in his own good time—to the 
immediacy of any situation. He cares for what is useful and has little 
feeling for what others consider artistic or beautiful. If an action is 
unlikely to produce a profit he is unlikely to have much interest in it. 
Self-interest as such is neither right nor wrong. We don’t receive our 
food, clothing, cars or computers because the people who manufacture 
them are being benevolent, those who create these items are prudently 
trying to make a living, and we benefit from their diligence and pru- 
dence. 

Phlegm makes man weak, stout, short, 
And fat, while the blood humor makes men of medium build. 
Men of phlegmatic humor tend toward leisure rather than work, and 
Dullness of sense, slow movement, laziness, and sleep are typical. 
Those sleepish and sluggish men, who spit often, 
Are dull of senses and white in coloring. 
Regimen Sanitatis Salernitanum 


Kant writes about the Phlegmatic: “But most are among those who 
have their best-loved selves fixed before their eyes as the only point of 
reference for their exertions, and who seek to turn everything around 
self-interest as around the great axis.” 

To Nietzsche the phlegmatic person is Epimethean, the most conser- 
vative of all temperaments. 


The four temperaments can be related more or less directly to the four 
major classes of people in early society. In the Hindu caste system, for 
example, the highest caste is the priestly Brahmin. Next follows the Ksa- 


® Nicholas Culpepper. Astrological Judgement. 
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triya, who were the warriors and rulers. Below them in the pecking or- 
der are the Vaisyas, the merchants, farmers and artisans. The fourth and 
lowest caste is the Sudras, the laborers and serfs. Outside of the caste 
system are the outcasts, the untouchables, who are polluted laborers and 
slaves. The same four classes existed throughout medieval Europe: 
priest, knight, merchant and peasant. 

This class division may help us better understand why the phlegmatic 
temperament was held in such low esteem among early astrologers. This 
lowest social class, the laborers, serfs and peasants, were unlikely to be 
profitable customers for the astrologer. 

If the phlegmatic are the laboring peasants, then the choleric can be 
thought of as the secular rulers, the aristocracy. The priestly classes are 
then related to the melancholic, and the merchants to the sanguine. 


Finding the Temperament 


ae 


William Lilly’s 
English Merchant 


2:14 pm LMT 
19th September 1616 OS 


53N00, 1W30 


Some examples of how to find a person’s temperament from the birth 
chart: First, the example Lilly gives in his Christian Astrology’. This is 
important as Lilly admitted that his recommended method failed to give 
the correct temperament for this individual. He carefully worked out that 
hot & dry predominated which pointed to his subject’s temperament be- 
ing choleric, but then confessed that the merchant was really sanguine- 
melancholic. Let’s see how the approach I am recommending fares. 


” Originally published 1647. pp. 742-744 
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The O is in an autumnal air sign, hence hot & moist in a cold & dry 
season, in symbols: H- M-. This is modified by its placement between 2 
and ¥, conjunct both. 2 is occidental (cold & moist) in a hot & moist 
sign (thus C- M+). § is oriental, so hot & moist, in = a hot & moist sign, 
and so extra hot and extra moist, H+ M+. These modifications combine 
to make the © quite hot and very moist, H+ M+++. 

The ) is in I in her third quarter, a hot & moist sign in a cold & dry 
lunar season (H- M-). She is + o, which is hot & dry in a hot & dry sign 
(H+ D+). I will ignore the lunar trine to the $-O-9 group as being too 
wide. The modification of o makes the ) very hot but with little mois- 
ture, H+ M- -. 

The Ascendant is in % (cold & dry), which is modified by the O’s 
placement in the hot & moist south-west quadrant, giving C- D-. The 
Ascendant is squared by the ¥-O- group. The O is hot & dry in a hot 
& moist sign (for aspects by the O or ) we revert back to their inherent 
natures, ignoring the solar or lunar season), occidental 2 is cold & moist 
in a hot & moist sign (C- M+), and ¥ is extra hot & extra moist (H+ M+). 
We must not omit the sextile from %. » is oriental, hence cold & dry, in 
acold & dry sign (C+ D+). These all combine to further reduce the cold 
and dryness of the Ascendant, giving the ascendant as C- - D- -. 

Note that the basic quality of a @ Ascendant is cold & dry. The vari- 
ous modifications only serve to adjust the amount of this inherent cold 
and dryness; they cannot cause the cold to become heat or the dryness to 
become moisture. This approach is employed throughout. 

% is the ruler of the Ascendant. As we’ve just noted, it is a cold & 
dry body in a cold & dry sign, hence very cold and very dry, C+ D+. It 
is closely ¢ P, another cold & dry body, which can only add to %’s mel- 
ancholic nature here, but I will ignore it. As I use only Ptolemiac aspects 
when identifying the temperament, the quincunx from the group in 6 is 
also ignored. The Ascendant ruler therefore gives us C+ D+ 

The first planet to rise after the birth is %, which we have already dis- 
cussed. 

We therefore have from the different indicators: 


o) H+ M+++ 
» H+ M-- 
Ascendant C--  D-- 
Ascendant ruler cr D+ 
1" to rise Cr Dt+ 


Cold and dryness predominate, but the pairing of heat and moisture is 
almost as strong. We can therefore say that the temperament of Lilly’s 
English Merchant is a mix of melancholy (cold & dry) and sanguine (hot 
& moist), exactly as Lilly confessed that it was. 

My study of the four temperaments shows that the mix of traits found 
for Lilly’s merchant tends to be typical, most people display characteris- 
tics of two or more temperament types, rarely just one. 
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Now for some modern examples: 
PRAH WINFREY has become an extremely wealthy woman 
(11® ruler in 11" * Q in its exaltation sign, 5 ruler in 2"), a 
successful actress, publisher, and talk-show hostess, but she has 
done so from extremely difficult beginnings: raised on a pig 
farm by her grandfather, raped at the age of nine, a mother at age four- 
teen. 


Oprah Winfrey 
4:30 AM CST 


29th January 1954 


Kosciusko, Mississippi 


33N03, 8OW35 


Her O is in #, a hot & moist sign in a cold & moist season, hence 
only slightly hot but very moist, H- M+. It closely squares the oriental 
%, a cold & dry planet in a cold & moist sign (C+ D-), which greatly re- 
duces the heat of her O and also tempers its moisture, making H- - - M. 
The O is also ¢ 9 and * ). Q is oriental, a hot & moist planet in a hot & 
moist sign, so very hot and very moist (H+ M+). The ) is a cold & moist 
planet in a hot & dry sign (C- M-). Combining all of these modifications 
makes the © only slightly hot but very moist, H- M++. 

The ) is in “, a hot & dry sign, in its final cold & moist phase, well 
balanced in all four qualities, H- D-. She is * 2 and * ©. @ is hot & 
moist in a hot & moist sign (H+ M+). The O is hot & dry in the same 
hot & moist sign (H+ D-). Combine these, and we can say the ) is H+++ 
D- -, very hot with only a trace of dryness. 

The stated time places the end of ~ on the Ascendant, but this doesn’t 
sound right. 4, the ruler of ~, is very weak in the 6" house, which 
doesn’t agree with Oprah’s many achievements. An Ascendant in early 
%, with its ruler in the 10 house (success by one’s own efforts) where it 
is disposed by a strong o’, seems more likely. That » is the exaltation 
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ruler of the = MC confirms this slight change. 

@ is a cold & dry sign, and the O is in the north-east quadrant, a cold 
& moist place. As the Ascendant has no aspects, we have C+ D-. 

% is the ascendant ruler. It is oriental (CD), in Tl (CM), and squared 
by the © (HD) and oriental 2 (HM), both in a hot & moist sign. All of 
these modifications dramatically weaken %’s basic cold & dry qualities, 
giving C- - - D-. 

This time the Ascendant ruler and the next-to-rise planet differ. 

¢ will be the first planet to rise after the birth. @ is oriental and so hot 
& moist, and she is in #*, a hot & moist sign, which heightens both the 
heat and the moisture of 2, making H+ M+ in our notation. 9 isv O,O 
% and * ), all of which boils down to H+ M, or thereabouts. 

The five factors provide: 


16} H- M++ 

» H+++ D-- 
Ascendant C+ D- 
Asc-ruler C--- D- 


l“torise = H+ M 


This is a well-balanced combination. The dominant temperature is 
heat and there is considerably more moisture than dryness. A lot of heat 
and a lot of moisture—Oprah is 2 personified 

Thus, Oprah Winfrey’s tem- 
perament is predominantly sanguine 
(HM), but even so there are also im- 
portant choleric (HD) and melan- 
cholic (CD) traits. Perhaps this is 
best summed up by saying she is not 
at all phlegmatic. 

This excellent combination tells 
us that she has ample energy for 
whatever she does with her life and 
that she instinctively knows when to 
act and when to relax. She is a feel- 
ing person, extremely sympathetic, 
sometimes moody, easily depressed 
and quick to anger, who enjoys be- 
ing in the limelight. She is con- 
cerned about how others see her, but at the same time she invariably acts 
from goodhearted feelings. She is changeable and enjoys amusements, 
wants to be agreeable and to cooperate, and is truly concerned by the 
problems of others and empathizes with them, just as her carefully- 
scripted public persona suggests. Her reputation is of immense impor- 
tance to her and she has a tendency to live mainly on the surface of 
things. She is very ambitious and believes in herself. 
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As a predominantly sanguine person she is animated, amusing, enter- 
taining, gregarious, refreshing and spontaneous. She can also be a show- 
off and is somewhat disorganized and superficial. She has chosen to be a 
talk show hostess and entertainer, for which her temperament is ideally 
suited, and it comes as no surprise that she is very successful at this. 


ope John Paul II, born Karol Wojtyla. 
The late Pope’s O is in 6 where itis o ). O in Sis cold & 
dry in a hot & moist season, which is a perfect balance, noted as 
C- D-. The presence of the ), essentially a cold & moist body, 
here in a hot & moist sign (C- M+), brings back some coldness and fur- 
ther diminishes the 6 dryness. Combine these and we have cold with 
just a trace of dryness, C D- - -. 

His Ascendant is ¢ o’. = rises, a hot & moist sign modified by the O 
being in the hot & moist SW quadrant, H+ M+. 0’ occidental is cold & 
dry, and it is in a hot & moist sign (C- D-). This slightly reduces the As- 
cendant’s heat and moisture, which we can describe as H M. 


Pope John Paul Il 
5:30 PM EET 


18th May 1920, 


The ) is in hot & moist I, and it is in its hot & moist first quarter, 
making it extra hot and extra moist, H+ M+. Its closeness to the O in 5 
(H- D+) reduces its moisture, giving H+ M-. The ) is applying to aspect 
oriental % in Tl? (C+ D-), which further reduces both the )’s heat and 
moisture, making H- M- -. 

@ is both the Ascendant ruler and the first of the classical planets that 
will come to the Ascendant following Karol Wojtyla’s birth. 
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2 will rise before the O, so she is oriental, making her hot & moist, 
but this is modified by (1) her presence in 6, a cold and dry sign, which 
reduces both her heat and moisture; (2) her closeness to ¥, also oriental in 
a cold & dry sign (H- M-), replaces some of the lost heat and moisture; 
(3) her conjunction with the 3, considered to be cold & dry because it is 
oriental, and (4) her square to occidental 44, a hot & moist planet in hot & 
dry 2, further replaces the moisture 2 lost. After these modifications we 
can say that the first-to-rise planet contributes both warmth and moisture. 

We therefore have from the different indicators: 


(o) c Diss 

>) H M-- 
Ascendant H M 
Asc-ruler H+ M+ 
1* to rise H+ M+ 


Heat predominates over cold, and there is more moisture than dry- 
ness—this is so even if the Ascendant ruler is ignored. The late Pope 
therefore had a sanguine temperament. However, there also was some 
melancholia (from the ©) in his nature. 

As a result, we can say, quoting 
Nicholas Culpepper’s description of an 
individual who is mainly sanguine but has 
a distinct element of melancholy in his 
make-up, that John Paul II was “much 
like unto a sanguine man, but not alto- 
gether so liberal, merry and bold, for he 
has as it were a spice of the inclination of 
the melancholy person.”* 

From this we know that John Paul II 
was outgoing and energetic, a sociable 
individual who acted from good hearted 
impulses to reach out to others, his heart 
being moved with sympathy and benevo- 
lence for those in need, that he knew how 
to enjoy life, but that, unlike the pure 
sanguine person, he could be idealistic and well-organized, stubborn and 
implacable, holding to firm principles of behavior, and was indifferent to 
changes in fashion. The melancholic trait would stop him from allowing 
himself to be distracted from what he considered to be his correct course. 

The mix between the two temperament traits, the sanguine and the 
melancholic, made him a visionary who was outspoken against the piti- 
less persecution of ordinary people, it gave him the power to bring the 
church down from the mountain top and the energy to travel endlessly 
about the world, but at the same time the melancholic side of his nature 


5 Culpepper’s Astrological Judgement, p. 146. 
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has made him declare that Jesus Christ was the only true way to salva- 
tion, which was a dismissal of all other religions. He was stubbornly 
insistent on orthodoxy within the Church, and he adopted a firm conser- 
vative stance against euthanasia, the death penalty, contraception (includ- 
ing condoms used to prevent the spread of AIDS), abortion, homosexual- 
ity, women ordained in the priesthood, married priests, and any hint of 
Marxism. Although the same melancholic element in his temperament 
came out with his firm political stands against communism and the inva- 
sion of Iraq by the USA, it was under his leadership that Catholics in the 
USA turned against the Catholic John Kerry and voted for the born-again 
George W. Bush. 


OPE JOHN PAUL’s successor, Pope Benedict XVI, the former 
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinker, was born with the O, ) and Ascen- 
dant in three different elements. 

The © is in T, a hot & dry sign in a hot & moist season, 
hence very hot but only a little dry (H+ D-). It only has one aspect the 
sextile from the occidental o’, cold & dry planet in a hot & moist sign (C- 
D-). The result is a choleric O, H D. 


Pope Benedict XVI 


4:15 am MET 
16th April 1927 
Markt!, Germany 


48N15, 12E51 


ais 


The waxing ) is in hot & moist =, in its second quarter, hence very 
hot and only a little moist. The ) has no aspects, so we have a sanguine 
), which we can write as H+ M-. 

The Ascendant is in cold & moist H, modified by the O being in the 
north-east quadrant, which is also cold & moist, and therefore very cold 
& very moist (C+ M+). Its only aspect is the conjunction from oriental 
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4, a hot & dry planet in a cold & most sign (H- D-), which doesn’t really 
alter the quality of this phlegmatic Ascendant, hence C M. 

\ is both the next planet to rise and the Ascendant’s ruler. As we 
have seen, it is a hot & dry planet in a cold & moist sign, hence H- D-. 
There are no aspects. 

We therefore have from the different indicators: 


O) H D 

» H+ M- 
Ascendant € M 
Asc-ruler H- D- 
1* to rise H- D- 


Heat & dryness clearly predominate; 
he is choleric. 

The ruler of the Ascendant conjunct 
the ascending degree is a strong indica- 
tion of conservatism and orthodoxy. 
Cardinal Ratzinger’s role for twenty- 
five years under Pope John Paul II was 
to act as Grand Inquisitor for Mother 
Rome. His task, one that seems perfect 
for this choleric man, was to correct 
theological error, to silence dissenting 
theologians, and stomp down on heresy 
wherever it reared its ugly head. He 
did the job with rigor and, conse- 
quently, earned a notorious reputation 
as “the Enforcer.” 

He has been openly critical of other religions, calling them “deficient” 
and sees homosexuality as an “intrinsic moral evil.” In his new role he is 
expected to continue hammering home his conservative views. 

Within a week or so of Joseph Razinsker’s elevation to the papacy the 
editor of a Catholic magazine was relieved of his position at the order of 
the Vatican, apparently because he had published views that opposed the 
Church’s stated position. It would seem that the new Pope continues to 
be the choleric champion of the faith, ready to stand against modernity, 
resisting what he has reportedly called “the waves of today’s fashions 
and the latest novelties.” 

The new pope is ideally suited to his new role. He will tend to be 
autocratic and somewhat arrogant, decisive, demanding and perhaps 
domineering, outspoken, self-assured, self-willed and perhaps intolerant, 
tenacious and stubborn; very much a ruler. As a choleric, especially one 
born with 4 at the Ascendant in its own nocturnal sign, he knows instinc- 
tively just what it takes to be the perfect pope, to be everything members 
of the Catholic Church expect someone in his position to be. 
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ILARY Rodham Clinton, the wife of the 4m president of the 
United States and the current senator for New York, was born 
with the © in Tl, a cold & moist sign in a cold & dry season, 
thus C+ M-. The O has no close aspects. 

Her waxing ) is in the final degree of H, a cold & moist sign in the 
second (hot & dry) quadrant from the O. As a result the ) is only 
slightly cold and slightly moist, C- M-. This is modified by the trine 
from occidental 4, a hot & moist planet in a hot & dry sign, H+ M-. The 
combination results in C- - - M: not really cold at all but with some mois- 
ture. 


8:00 pm CST 


26th October 1947 
Chicago, Mlinois 


4INS2, 87W39 


At the stated time the Ascendant is in the final minutes of Il. Alex- 
ander Marr thought the correct time should be some two minutes earlier, 
which tends to confirm I] as the likely rising sign. II rising with the O 
in the 5" house gives hot & moist modified by cold & dry, H- M- in 
symbols. The ascending degree is squared by the ), trine to the O, and 
closely » X. The ) is essentially a cold & moist body and here it is in a 
cold & moist sign, so very cold and very moist, C+ M+. The O is essen- 
tially a hot & dry body, which is modified by being in a cold & moist 
sign, so slightly hot and slightly dry, H- D-. Normally & would be ig- 
nored, but here it is very close to the Ascendant and must influence the 
Senator’s automatic reactions. ¥ is a hot & dry body and here it is in a 
hot & moist sign, so very hot and slightly dry, H+ D-. All of these dif- 
ferent modifications tend to cancel each other out, leaving H M, the 
original hot & moist. 

8 rules the Ascendant. § is occidental in Tl, hence cold & dry ina 
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cold & moist sign, C+ D-. It isO %, ¢ Sande Q. % is oriental in Q, 
hence cold & dry in a hot & dry sign, a little cold but very dry, C- D+. 
The & is occidental in Ml, hence cold & moist in a cold & moist sign, 
very cold and very moist, C+ M+. @ is similarly cold & moist in a cold 
& moist sign, so she is also denoted by C+ M+. Combine these all to- 
gether and we have an Ascendant ruler that is extremely cold but not too 
dry, C++++ D- - -. 

The first planet to rise after birth is o’, a hot & dry planet in a hot & 
dry sign, very hot and very dry, H+ D+. It isO 2 and closely x B. 9 as 
we've seen is very cold and very moist, C+ M+. P is a cold & dry 
planet, here in a hot & dry sign, so not too cold but very dry, C- D+. All 
together this makes the first planet to rise after birth H D+, hot and very 
dry. 

Here we have from the different indicators: 


12) C+ M- 

>» C--- M 
Ascendant H M 
Asc-ruler C++++ D--- 
1* to rise H D+ 


We find a temperament that contains 
all four natures: the O and ) suggest 
she is phlegmatic, the Ascendant says 
she is sanguine, the Ascendant ruler 
points to melancholia, and o’, the body 
that rises first following the birth, says 
she is choleric. It seems that she can 
naturally be all things to all people. 

One might have expected her to be 
choleric, the temperament one tends to 
associate with politicians. 

Overall there is considerably more 
cold than heat, and there is slightly 
more moisture than not. Senator Hillary 
Rodham Clinton can perhaps best be 
classified as having a phlegmatic-melancholic temperament. Culpepper 
describes this combination, one in which phlegmatic is stronger than 
melancholic, as being “neither very merry nor much sad; not liberal nor 
covetous; not much bold nor very fearful, etc.” 

Her phlegmatic side makes her adaptable, balanced, calm, diplomatic 
and calm; but also indecisive, reluctant, shy and self-righteous. The mel- 
ancholic trait makes her analytic, idealistic, self-sacrificing, loyal and 
considerate; also unforgiving, moody, critical and fussy. She has strong 
principles and is a diligent, hard-working and very practical lady, who is 
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concerned primarily with herself and with those she considers to be a 
part of her, her family. She is likely to be cautious, slow and methodical 
in how she responds to new situations, taking care to explore all possi- 
bilities before taking any action. 


TRADITIONAL APPROACH 


The approach to finding an individual’s temperament that has been 
described here is somewhat different from the method most traditional 
astrologers employ. For completeness, therefore, an example of the tra- 
ditional method follows. This is taken from John Partridge’s Miscro- 
panastron: An Astrological Vade Mecum, published in London in 1679, 
pp 84-88." There is very little that is different between how this famous 
astrologer of the past goes about finding the temperament and how the 
method is described by Lilly, Gadbury and others. 


‘It is well known what the natural philosophers call temperament or com- 
plexion and that is, according to the dogmatists, an ingenerate mixture of the 
four primary humors, i.e. blood, phlegm, choler and melancholy; but according 
to the leaned alchemist, salt, sulfur and mercury, and of these humors there is 
an agreeable composition made, in such sort as it may agree to some special 
kind—and therefore there are diversities of complexions, agreeing both to spe- 
cial kinds, and particular things. 

‘Hence there is an infinite diversity of humors in a man’s body, both good 
and bad, caused by the constitutions of their parents, and the manifold mixtures 
of the stars: nevertheless, there are four principle complexions corresponding 
thereto—first, Sanguine, which is moderately hot and moist; secondly, Phleg- 
matic, which is cold and moist; thirdly, Choleric, which is hot and dry; lastly, 
Melancholic, which is cold and dry—and these four complexions are known by 
the proper qualities and natures of the significators of the temperament, by their 
equal composition, in collecting by a certain order the testimonies of every one 
of the qualities, viz. of hot, cold, moist and dry, as shall quickly be more plainly 
shown. Therefore the significators of the complexion are: 


The Ascendant and his Lord. 

The planet or planets placed in the Ascendant, or beholding the same 
with a partile aspect; among which the Q and 0 are also numbered. 

The ). 

The planets beholding the ) within orbs. 

The quarter of the heavens, or the sign the © possesses. 

The Lord of the Nativity. 


Pas 


Pin Pe 


‘The quality of the significators, and of the signs in which these significators 
are placed, must be examined according to the doctrine following—in which 


° An excellent reproduction of Partridge’s 348-page masterwork is now avail- 
able from Ballantrae Books, www.globalserve.net. 
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observe this, that », o or the & beholding the Ascendant or ) in an ill aspect, 
doth discompose the temperature of the body, although all the rest of the signifi- 
cators are well placed. 


Quatities of the Planets 
Oriental Occidental 
> | Cold & moist Dry 
4 | Hot & moist Moist 
o Hot & dry Dry 
2 | Hot & moist Moist 
8 Hot Dry 


But the qualities of the luminaries are liable to greater alteration, for 


¢ tillthe first | is Hot & Moist 
) from first Oto the & | Hot & dry 

the Ptothe last | Cold & dry 
last O to the o Cold & moist 


The {is of the nature of 4 and 9; the & is of the nature of » and o’. 


The quality of the O is considered; firstly, according to the quarter of the 
year; secondly, by the triplicities. 


Spring T.0.0 Hot & moist 
Summer |O | &.Q. 1 | Hot & dry 
Autumn jin | +1.” | Cold & dry 
Winter 6, si, Cold & moist 


T.Q. x | Fiery, hot, dry & choleric 
O16 Earthy, cold, dry & melancholic 
0. +. # | Airy, hot, moist & sanguine 
ST. X__| Watery, cold, moist & phlegmatic 


‘Then, having collected all the testimonies, both of the significators and 
signs, with their denominations of hot, cold, moist and dry, observe which ex- 
ceeds, and judge accordingly the complexion; for if heat and moisture both ex- 
ceed the other qualities in number of testimonies, the native will be sanguine; 
but if moist and cold, phlegmatic; if heat and dryness, choleric; and lastly, if 


cold and dry, melancholic. 

‘Caution to the student: In collecting the testimonies of the four qualities 
aforementioned, take this advice: when one planet shall be Lord of the Nativity, 
and of the Ascendant, and placed in the Ascendant, he must be set down thrice 
in the collection of testimonies; so the ), if she shall be placed in the Ascendant, 
she must be set down twice; and so for the rest.” 


By tradition the various factors are each given an equal weight and 
tabulated to find the qualities that occur most often. These, when com- 
bined, identify the individual’s innate temperament. The analysis of 
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Pope Benedict XVI's temperament, according to the methods of Par- 
tridge, Lilly, Gadbury and others, would then proceed as follows: 


Pope Benedict XVI: Temperament Indicators 
(traditional approach) 


Factor Hot Cold Dry Moist 

Ascendant } rises v v 

As Ruler \ oriental v v 

Yin K v v 

As Aspects oy ¥ v 

\ in K v v 

» 2" quarter v v 

din= v v 

)’s aspects none - - Z z 

© Spring ¥ 

OinT v v 

Nativity ruler 4 v wP 

yin H v v 

Totals fi 4 1 10 


By the above traditional approach, Hot & Moist clearly dominate, 
giving the new pope a distinct sanguine temperament. The same ap- 
proach says the Pope Benedict XVI also has some sanguine (Cold & 
Moist) traits. This is quite different from the strongly choleric tempera- 
ment indicated by the methodology described in this article. 

Knowing how an individual is likely to react in any situation is ex- 
tremely important. Classifying people into the four main types is an im- 
portant first step to analyzing who they are. It is essential that astrologers 
discover an individual’s temperament before moving on to interpret his 
or her horoscope if they hope to be correct in their interpretation. 

The supreme self-confidence and good fortune that is associated with 
\ in X rising closely conjunct the Ascendant will be possessed by the 
new pope whether his temperament is sanguine or choleric. There is 
however an immense difference between a self confident, lucky man of 
the people and a self-assured aristocrat who has been blessed with good 
fortune. 

The traditional approach for identifying the temperament is rarely 
used nowadays. It cannot be relied upon. It is too often inaccurate. The 
approach described in this article aims to correct these problems and in 
doing so improve the accuracy of horoscope interpretations. 
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Helpful or Harmful? 


LEDA BLUMBERG 


STROLOGY is a universal symbolic language of metaphor and 

archetypes. The beauty of astrological symbolism is that it en- 

ables us to heighten our perceptions about life events and the 

intrinsic meanings behind them. As a tool of insight, its value 
is immense. Through astrology, we can gain deeper understanding about 
ourselves, our motivations, and our life events. But used unwisely, it can 
cause harm. Purely event-oriented astrology can take away personal re- 
sponsibility and power. It can cause fear and dread of the future and 
what the more difficult transits may “bring.” Prediction is a powerful 
tool—but it must be used carefully and wisely. 

Dane Rudhyar, a pioneering astrologer who introduced humanistic as- 
trology into the mainstream, stressed the importance of person-centered 
astrology, rather than event orientation. What is truly significant is the 
meaning behind events, not the events themselves. In her writings about 
Dane Rudhyar, Rael wrote, “we make events constructive or destructive 
according to the meaning we give them...thus instead of encouraging the 
prediction of events Rudhyar exhorts their constructive interpretation.” 

Rudhyar also stressed the importance of understanding cycles and 
seeing how transits and progressions are part of continuously unfolding 
cycles. All the planets are in cyclic relationship to each other and 
Rudhyar suggested that astrologers study these cyclic phases to gain 
greater understanding into the larger meanings of aspects, transits, pro- 
gressions and lunations. The lunation cycle (the phase relationship of the 
Sun and Moon) can give insight into the phases of personal development. 
For example, the time of the progressed new moon is indicative of a time 
of new beginnings while the progressed full moon signifies a time of cul- 
mination. By studying the progressed lunation cycle, one can gain an 
overview of their personal life cycles and an understanding of phases of 
life experience. 

Rudhyar wrote, “As I see it, the first and immediate purpose of as- 
trology is not to predict events in terms of statistical probability, but to 
bring to confused, eager, often distraught persons a message of order, of 


| Leyla Rael, “Dane Rudhyar and the Astrology of the Twentieth Century,” in T. 
Mann (Ed.) The Future of Astrology, Biddles Ltd., p. 15. 
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“form,” of the meaning of individual life and individual struggles in the 
process of self-actualization.”* 

Many astrologers believe that fate can be altered through awareness 
and the willingness to make hard decisions, and to grow and change. 
When people can look at themselves with clarity and see that the choices 
they make are what create their destiny, not some unseen force or fara- 
way planet, they empower themselves and aren’t victims of fate. 

Knowledge of upcoming transits and progressions can be of great 
benefit to people because it enables them to see where they are in unfold- 
ing cycles and it can help them make informed choices that work posi- 
tively with the symbolism of the transits and progressions. Nothing just 
happens to someone. We are all co-creators of our own destinies and 
knowledge of planetary symbolism can help if it is interpreted wisely. 
Glenn Perry, founder of The Academy of AstroPsychology, wrote, “I 
believe that fate can be positively altered through a process of internal 
healing and integration. The real meaning of events is that they consti- 
tute “feedback,” information that reflects where the individual is at in 
terms of health and wholeness. And their real value is that they stimulate 
growth in precisely those areas where the individual most needs to 
change.” Perry emphasizes, “...what is important about a transit is not 
the event itself, but its meaning.” * 

If a client (or an astrologer for that matter) believes that the planets or 
stars cause events to happen and makes them behave in a certain way, 
then astrology can cause harm by removing personal responsibility. The 
planets reflect events; they don’t cause them. Each individual’s behav- 
ior, decisions and karma are partially responsible. People have the 
power to create and change their lives if they are willing to look deep 
inside and try to understand their motivations and the personal myths that 
guide their behavior. 

Locus of control is a psychological concept that refers to people’s 
perceptions of the connection between what they do and what happens to 
them. If people believe that things that happen to them are generally con- 
sequences of their actions (i.¢., that there is a connection between their 
efforts and what happens to them), they are internally controlled. If they 
see no connection between what they do and what happens to them but 
instead attribute what happens to them to luck fate, chance, or powerful 
others, then they are externally controlled” * 


? Dane Rudhyar, The Astrology of Personality. Doubleday, 1970, p. xv. 

3 Glenn Perry, “Psychological Versus Predictive Astrology,” in An Anthology of 
the Journal of Astro-psychology. AAP Press, 1997, p. 5. 

4 Stephen Nowicki, Dan Adame, Thomas Johnson, and Steven Cole, “Physical 
Fitness as a Function of Psychological and Situational Factors,” in The Journal 
of Social Psychology, 137, 1997, pp. 549-558. 
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People with a strong internal locus of control feel they are able to af- 
fect or create their own destiny. They feel that what happens to them is 
at least partially due to their own efforts. People with an external locus of 
control believe that what happens to them is caused by other people and 
situations beyond their control (such as planetary transits). They feel that 
they are victims of circumstances and don’t fare nearly as well in times 
of crisis. Someone who believes that the planets make things happen to 
them are externally controlled and less likely to take charge of their lives 
and their destinies. 

According to Rudhyar “whenever a person feels that planets are enti- 
ties that influence him and cause things to happen, good or bad—such a 
person is psychologically hurt by such a belief. ... All such beliefs in out- 
side powers influencing, or (as is usually the case) compelling, the per- 
sonality in this or that manner constitute deteriorations of individual self- 
hood; they lead to psychological slavery through fear or through trans- 
ference of the power of initiative, or colloquially speaking, through 
“passing the buck” to some entity outside the self.” * 

Of course, many people embrace both an internal and external sense 
of control. Astrologers can clearly see a connection to planetary symbol- 
ism and actual events. But the planets don’t cause events; they simply 
mirror them. The symbolism within a birth chart unfolds over time and 
predictive tools like transits, progressions and solar-are directions can 
indicate the timing of certain developments. But there is always a wide 
range of possible manifestations of any astrological event and by under- 
standing the symbolism and archetypal imagery, one can use this infor- 
mation in a growth-oriented way. Yes, bad things do happen. No one 
can avoid unpleasantness and conflict. But through meaningful insight, 
it is possible to grow and evolve in a positive way under even the most 
difficult circumstances. 

There is always a danger of predictions becoming self-fulfilling 
prophecies. The prediction can become a factor that influences a per- 
son’s decisions and behaviors, whether consciously, or not. Prediction 
may plant an unwarranted fear in the client’s mind that influences them 
in a negative way and this fear of the future can paralyze their ability to 
learn and grow. For example, if an astrologer predicts a difficult time 
ahead, their client may be overly cautious and may miss an opportunity 
to rise to a challenge which may lead to success and personal growth. 

Avoidance of difficult situations isn’t necessarily in someone’s best 
interest. Difficult circumstances give us opportunities to learn and grow. 
Challenges present us with the opportunity to further our personal devel- 
opment and they force us to develop inherent characteristics that may 
otherwise lie dormant. Growth, transformation and achievement can re- 


° Rudhyar, op cit., p. 474. 
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sult from working through, rather than avoiding, difficulties and when a 
difficult transit has passed, one may be grateful for what eventually came 
out of it. Steven Arroyo wrote, “This is one point about the transits of 
the trans-Saturnian planets that cannot be overemphasized: the long-term 
ramifications of these crucial change periods will not become apparent 
until we have the clarified perspective which only time will bring. The 
changes that happen during these periods are so intense and so concen- 
trated, while at the same time their full implications on the total life are 
so subtle, that it is simply impossible for most individuals to assimilate 
within a short period of time the complete meaning of this transition 
from one phase of life to another.” 

Predictions of realms of experience, the types of issues one may have 
to deal with, the “flavor” of a particular time period, and where one is in 
a cycle can be extremely helpful; prediction of actual events is not. “If 
one expects a specific type of change, transition period or crisis of 
growth, he or she can prepare to meet it consciously and with open eyes, 
and may gain more from it in terms of personal maturity and spiritual 
unfoldment, wrote Alexander Ruperti in his classic book, The Cycles of 
Becoming.” 

My friend, Mary, is a good example of making positive use of an up- 
coming transit. I noticed that transiting X was due to conjoin in her natal 
%. We discussed possible implications and as a result she has kept an 
open mind to any ideas that interest her, regardless of how unusual or 
offbeat they may be. Without previous knowledge of this transit she may 
have ignored some of her sudden inspiring ideas, instead she grabs onto 
them and sees which ones may be useful. Under the influence of this 
transit, she pioneered a new publication that has become quite successful 
and has been creating new concepts that her clients applaud. 

At the same time, transiting 4 was conjoining her Midheaven and she 
prepared herself for long hours in her home office and took on many new 
projects. At times she felt overwhelmed by the abundance of work that 
this transit signified, but since she knew that this transit was part of a 
cycle, she made the most of this busy time and put it to productive use. 

Several years ago I was contemplating a skiing trip after spending 
thirteen months in physical therapy rehabilitating a knee that I badly in- 
jured while transiting 4 was in my 6" house opposing my natal O. I 
looked at the ephemeris and saw that transiting o” was due to conjoin my 
natal X during the few days that I planned to ski. Feeling quite cautious 
due to my recent surgery and rehabilitation, I considered postponing the 
trip. Several astrology books warn about the potential for an accident 


® Stephen Arroyo, Astrology, Karma & Transformation, CRCS Publications, 
1978, p.55. 
7 Alexander Ruperti, Cycles of Becoming, CRCS Publications,1978, p. 9. 
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under the influence of a o' « X. Not what I wanted to hear. However, I 
decided to look at this transit in a different way and realized that it could 
just as easily symbolize exciting physical activity. I decided to take the 
risk, went on this ski trip, and ended up having a fabulous, invigorating 
time. I broke through the fears I was harboring and was able to experi- 
ence this transit in a positive way. 

Many people see astrologers because they want predictions. Often- 
times, they care more about what will (or may) happen than what a pe- 
riod of time means for their personal growth. They are more concerned 
with outcomes than process. So how does a humanistic astrologer work 
with these clients? “Certainly there is a place for prediction in astrology, 
but I believe it should be a psychologically enlightened prediction that 
focuses on the meaning of a transit as an opportunity for learning rather 
than an occasion for evasive action,” wrote Perry.’ 

An astrologer must ask themselves: How can I use my knowledge of 
astrology to empower my client, not take power away? How can this 
information be helpful? “It should be the task of the wise astrologer to 
help his clients and his students see that free will does not always exist in 
controlling outside events, many of which cannot be avoided whether or 
not one believes in karma; but that in his reaction to them lies his choice, 
his chance for individual growth and development,” wrote Richard Ide- 
mon. 

Several years ago, a friend came by so I could look at her chart. She 
was having marital difficulties and needed some additional insight. She 
was experiencing several major transits that pointed to the likelihood of a 
separation, for example, transiting ¥ was in her 7" house opposed to her 
natal 9. This wasn’t something I wanted to predict, yet I felt some re- 
sponsibility to bring it into her awareness. It became clear to me from 
talking with her and looking at her chart that it was quite likely that her 
husband was having an affair — though I had no actual proof. This was a 
real dilemma for me. I wanted to help my friend, but I didn’t want to 
make a painful prediction, and in fact, there was no way I could be sure 
that it would manifest as I saw it. 

We discussed that this would be a period of change within her rela- 
tionship and we talked about her marital issues and her relationship 
needs. I strongly encouraged her to seek marital counseling with her hus- 
band to work on understanding how this relationship had evolved to 
where it was and to explore what changes they could make to save the 
marriage. Would the marriage be saved? I couldn’t say for sure. My 
friend did seek therapy and it soon surfaced that her husband did indeed 


® Perry, op. cit., p. 3. 
° Richard Idemon, “Casting Out the Demons from Astrology,” in Astrology 
Now, 1972, p. 26. 
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have a lover and he soon filed for divorce. 

Was I helpful? I think that by encouraging my friend to delve deeper 
into her relationship needs she became aware that, although quite painful, 
her current relationship problems were going to initiate an important pe- 
riod of independence and growth for her. She was able to move on with 
her life and eventually met another man with whom she is now deeply in 
love. According to Ruperti: “...no one, and especially not the humanistic 
astrologer, has the right to decide beforehand whether the results of a 
crisis will be positive or negative. The crisis may be internal or external 
or both.” '° 

Weather forecasters look at temperature, wind direction and baromet- 
ric pressure to make their predictions. They gather this factual data and 
interpret it based on their knowledge and past experiences. We can use 
this information to plan our activities or we can choose to ignore it. 
However, if you are planning an outdoor event, it would be unwise to 
ignore the weather predictions. If you’re going skiing, you probably 
don’t want to spend the day outside in freezing rain and if you’re plan- 
ning a family barbeque wouldn't it be nice to pick a sunny, warm day. 
Of course weather prediction doesn’t have the same type of long-range 
capabilities as do astrological predictions. Astrologers are only limited 
by how far into the future their ephemeris goes. 

Knowing predictive techniques can enhance understanding during dif- 
ficult times. Several years ago I was plagued with a mysterious respira- 
tory illness. I went to several different doctors and no one could explain 
why I was having coughing spells so bad that at times I was unable to get 
enough oxygen. I looked in my ephemeris and saw that transiting ¥ was 
opposing my natal ¥. This, of course, didn’t diagnose or cure my illness, 
but it enabled me to gain a new perspective on it. I felt that the mystery 
would clear up once this transit passed, and I took a deep look at what 
this time period meant for me psychologically and emotionally. Under- 
standing the transit’s symbolism enabled me to feel hopeful that this aw- 
ful period would end soon and it gave me insight into how I might make 
use of this bad situation. 

At this transit’s third station, I received a letter from the summer 
camp my two daughters had attended the previous summer with the sub- 
ject heading “mysterious cough!” They had just discovered that several 
campers who were sick over the summer actually had pertussis (whoop- 
ing cough), a highly contagious illness. None of my doctors had even 
considered this, but thanks to this letter I finally had a diagnosis and was 
able to recover my good health. 

Ihave found that in many instances the significance of a major transit 
or progression isn’t clear until it has passed. I may have a preconceived 
idea of what a transit or progression will mean, but oftentimes the real 


°° Ruperti, op. cit., p. 226. 
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meaning and the event(s) associated with it were unpredicted. I knew 
when transiting P was about to conjoin my ) that I’d be dealing with the 
surfacing of important emotional issues. I expected to be dealing with 
death (either literally or figuratively), and maybe a change in my physi- 
cal body or emotional balance. I knew that I was entering an important 
period of time for my personal growth and decided to be as open as pos- 
sible to whatever experiences would arise. I tried to prepare myself emo- 
tionally for potential loss — not to fear it, but to be ready to experience it. 

Indeed, this period did signify some death, loss and the need to “let 
go” so I could move forward. It wasn’t an easy period of time but due to 
my knowledge of astrological symbolism I didn’t resist the emotional 
growth that was forced on me. Several very important beings in my life 
died during this transit but through the pain I expanded my philosophy of 
life and grew emotionally and spiritually. Knowing astrological symbol- 
ism was a great comfort during this time and I am thankful that this un- 
derstanding gave me insight into the broader meaning of this difficult 
period. 

Ruperti wrote, “It is the internal response that is important, whatever 
the external event may be. Exact prediction is not important; but rather 
the creation within oneself of a positive, courageous and conscious atti- 
tude in the face of an experience necessary to one’s psychological and 
spiritual development. Whatever the outward crisis may be, it must be 
understood as a necessary phase of growth. One often cannot change the 
external situation, so what matters is how he faces up to it and what 
meaning he gives to the experience.” '! 

Astrological insight can be invaluable for enhancing self- 
understanding and as a guide to help people find fulfillment by actualiz- 
ing their potential. Understanding astrology’s symbolism helps to bring 
some order to an unpredictable existence, enabling us to consciously co- 
create our destinies. When we learn to use it as an aid for understanding, 
rather than as a system that stereotypes and dictates destiny, we take con- 
trol of our lives and allow our own free will to determine who we be- 


come and how we get there. 


"| Ruperti, op. cit, p. 16. 
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VEN THOUGH the zodiac has historically been partitioned into 
any number of segments, twelve has evolved as the basic prin- 
ciple used in Western astrology. Even though the musical oc- 
tave can be and has been divided into any number of intervals, 
twelve has also evolved as the basic cca ot in Western music: do, 
re’, re, me’, mi, fa* ,» fa, sol la’, la, ti’, ti. Twelve astrological 
signs and houses each have their own fnmsite quality; twelve musical 
notes. 

Each astrological sign has its polar opposite. If the sign is masculine, 
its polar opposite is feminine and vice versa. The masculine signs are 
active and the feminine signs are receptive. Musical intervals are the 
distances measured in semitones from one note to another. Each musical 
interval also has its polar opposite or inversion as shown in the table 
below. 


Musical Intervals 


Cy do, | 8ve |12 semitones (up from C) 00 
B ti M; |11 semitones (up from C)|1 semitone (down from C2)} m) 
A*/B° | ti? | m7 |10 semitones (up from C)|2 semitone (down from C>)| M> 
A la Mg | 9 semitones (up from C)|3 semitone (down from C2)} m3 
G*/A® | la? | mg | 8 semitones (up from C)|4 semitone (down from C>)| M3 
G sol | P; | 7 semitones (up from C)/5 semitone (down from C3)| Py 
F/G? | fa | T | 6 semitones (up from C)|6 semitone (down from C)| T 
F fa | P, | 5 semitones (up from C)|7 semitone (down from C,)| Ps 
E_ | mi | M; | 4 semitones (up from C)|8 semitone (down from C;)| mg 
D‘/E” | mi® | m; | 3 semitones (up from C)|9 semitone (down from C>)| Ms 
D | re | M, | 2 semitones (up from C)|10 semitone (down from C,)| m7 
c*p® | re® | m | 1 semitones (up from C)|11 semitone (down from C)| Mz 
Cc, | do; | 00 12 semitone (down from C3) | 8ve 


m = minor, M= Major, b = flat, # = sharp, P = perfect 


For example, from C, down to B is a minor second (m2) and from C, 
up to B is a major (M7). If the musical interval is major, its polar opposite 
is minor, and each resolves in a different direction. ("Resolve" means 
that each note has a certain dynamic quality which pulls it either up or 
down; when it gets to where it is being pulled, it is considered re- 
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solved.) In musical terminology, fifths and fourths are considered per- 
fect, rather than major or minor. However, the fifth is larger than the 
fourth and resolves down, and the fourth is smaller than the fifth and 
resolves up. 


Polar opposite musical intervals 
(each resolves in a different direction, as shown by the arrows) 


M; v M; A 
M) A M; v 
M; v M; & 
M3 A M VY 
Py A Ps v 
A A 
v v 
Ps v Py A 
Ms v M; A 
Me A M3 v 
M; v M, A 
M, A M, VY 
8ve- do- 


Actually they do not always resolve in this direction in musical com- 
positions. When they do not resolve as they "are supposed to" an un- 
expected element of surprise is introduced to the music. 


TEMPO & THE RELATIVE SPEED OF NOTES 


Planets have different speeds. ¥ of course is the fastest, and each gets 
progressively slower through 2, o’, 4, », X, ¥, and P, the slowest. Music 
also has various tempi, ranging from presto—very fast—through allegro, 
allegretto, andantino, andante, adagio, lento, and largo, the slowest. The 
planets travel at different speeds. Music moves at different speeds. 


presto, very rapid 
allegro, rapid 
allegretto, march time 
andantino, briskly 
andante, flowing 
adagio, slowish 
lento, slowly 

largo, very slow 


TU He ee ot 40 14 


In astrology, a planet may be rising, setting or stationary. In music, 
the movement of tones may rise, fall or stay in the same place. The 
tempo may he accelerating, slowing down or staying the same. In music, 
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the term "counterpoint" refers to two or more melodies playing simulta- 
neously. The three types of movement that counterpoint may take are 
parallel motion, in which the two voices move together in the same di- 
rection; contrary motion, in which the two voices move together in oppo- 
site directions, and oblique motion, in which one voice remains station- 
ary and the other moves either up or down. 

In counterpoint notes of different speeds can be playing simultane- 
ously. 

1* species counterpoint: note against note (each note having the same 
speed) 

2" species counterpoint: two notes against one (one part twice as fast) 

3™ species counterpoint: four notes against one (one part four times 
faster) 

These three species of counterpoint are the basis of 16" century music 
(there are actually two more species that do not involve other speeds, 
which are not included here). In contemporary music, note values go 
from whole notes which equal four heats, to 64" notes which equal '/;4'" 
of a beat. 

This concept of counterpoint is analogous to the movements of the 
planets. Two planets may move together in the same direction, move 
in opposite directions, or one may be relatively stationary or actually 
stationary as another planet moves toward or away from it. 

In astrology, four kinds of signs range from the heaviest or densest 
sign of earth, through liquid which is water, then air and finally fire, 
which is the finest or lightest, or thinnest. In music, voices and instru- 
ments in groups of four range from the lowest to the highest. 


VOICES STRINGS WOODWINDS BRASS 


Soprano Violin Flute Trumpet 
Alto Viola Oboe French Horn 
Tenor Cella Clarinet Trombone 
Bass Bass Bassoon Tuba 


There are many more correlations between astrology and music which 
will be covered in detail in a forthcoming book. 


THE WILL OF THE TONES 


Today's musical tones have evolved since the beginning of mankind, 
in primitive and civilized cultures all over the world. Primitive peoples 
instinctively produced the same basic tones that scientists and philoso- 
phers discovered intellectually. This is not surprising since the musical 
tones used today and for centuries all over the world are based on har- 
monics, the mathematical divisions of a vibrating string. The string is 
divided into halves, thirds, fourths, fifths, sixths, sevenths, eighths, and 


71 


Markoe: Musical Correlations 


so on. The lower the number dividing the string the more universally 
used is the note derived from that division. For example, the string di- 
vided into two parts gives us an octave. Since womens voices are natu- 
rally an octave higher than men's voices, singing in octaves occurs quite 
naturally in any kind of group singing, whether primitive chanting or 
contemporary folk song. 

The string divided into three parts gives us the note so/ or the perfect 
fifth. This musical interval of the perfect fifth is the most universally 
used interval. It is found in all types of music including Classical, Jazz, 
Chinese, Turkish. Indian, etc. The string divided into four parts gives us 
the note fa (°4"* of the string). This is the next most universally used 
tone. 

As the divisor increases, it is less and less commonly used. The 
mathematical ratios for our Western system of twelve tones are: 


doy 1:1 
ti 16:17 
ti? 8:9 
la 5:6 
la 4:5 
sol 3:4 
fa" 5:7 
fa 2:3 
mi 5:8 
mi? 3:5 
re 4:7 
re? 8:15 
do! 1:2 


The lower the ratio, the less dissonant (tense, active, needing to 
move) the note. The higher the ratio, the more dissonant the note. When 
we hear music we are hearing mathematical ratios which correspond to 
many other naturally occurring phenomena. 

Of all these tones, do is the fundamental tone or center of gravity 
from which the other tones are derived and also the place to which they 
return. In any piece of music do is the final note and the center of grav- 
ity around which the other tones resolve. Each of these other tones has 
a definite will of its own and its own special place in the musical hierar- 
chy. 

To understand the musical concept of "center of gravity,” we can 
use the analogy of a giant clock having one hand that weighs fifty 
pounds. The hand is not connected to any mechanism inside and can be 
moved freely. It naturally falls to the 6 o'clock position because of grav- 
ity. As the hand is moved in a complete circle, different dynamics of 
weight are experienced at different places. To move the hand from 6 
o'clock to 7 o'clock will be considerably easier than moving the hand 
from 8 o'clock to 9 o'clock. Once the hand is in the 12 o'clock position 
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it is again "weightless and can be balanced there. Past this position it 
will move by itself gaining in momentum until it reaches bottom. Each 
point in this 360° circle will have had a different dynamic quality. In the 
same way each musical tone has its own dynamic quality in relation to 
do. For instance, the reason that the audience at a concert knows the 
symphony is over is not related solely to the fact that the musicians 
have stopped playing. Rather, the music has reached a conclusion that 
sounds like a conclusion to the listeners. That conclusion derives di- 
rectly from this “will of the tones.” 

Tones themselves are representations in sound of cosmic laws which 
manifest themselves in everything, including music, color, geometry, 
physics, and the human body. Thus can music be what it is to us— 
satisfying, unsatisfying, predictable, unpredictable, harmonious, disso- 
nant, beautiful or ugly. Of course the art of music also depends on the 
state of the listener and their level of attention, conditioning, and famili- 
arity with the work itself or with similar musical compositions. 


HARMONICS 


Is there an objective connection between music and the heavenly bod- 
ies? Where is the hidden key to the philosopher's dream of the Celestial 
Music, the music of the spheres? The answer may lie in one word that is 
used in both the science of music and the science of astrology: harmon- 
ics. 

Ask any string player to explain a harmonic, and they will tell you 
that it is a note produced as if by magic from a certain place on the in- 
strument touched very lightly. (Usually one must press down tightly to 
get a note to sound clearly.) This celestial sounding little note audibly 
occurs at the basic divisions of the instrument's string. The more simple 
the number, the louder and clearer the harmonic. The harmonics occur in 
order of loudness and simplicity of number: ¥, ¥s and 7; % and %; '/s, 
15. /s, and 4/5; '/sand °/s C/s equals ¥2 and */s equals ¥5, etc.). 

At each of these points there is both a harmonic that results from a 
light touch, and a stopped note produced by pressing firmly. At the 
very basic numbers, these notes are one and the same. Beyond the sim- 
ple fractions, the harmonic and stopped note produce different notes but 
have a definite relationship. Once past the basic numbers, the mathe- 
matics gets very complex. This stopped note and partner note of each 
harmonic both equal the whole. For example, a planetary angle of 60° 
degrees is also 300°, and an angle of 40° is also 320°. In the same way a 
note played on the guitar for example '/,° of the way down the string, 
has a partner note of */s. It also has relative notes (as in family relatives) 
of ¥%, “/s, (3), and “/s, (7/3). 

The entire family of sixths is shown on the next page. 

The harmonic sol; is produced by touching lightly at any of the divi- 
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sions except at the point 4, C/), where it is drowned out by the louder 
harmonic do, existing there, and at the points ah (4) and Me Ch) where 
it is drowned out by sol). This is because the basic numbers are the loud- 
est, and decrease in volume by approximately 30% to 50% at each 
higher harmonic. For example, if do; were given a volume rating of 
100, do», which is based on the number 2, would have a rating of 70; 
sol, based on the number 3, would have a volume rating of 40; do3, 
based on the number 4, would have a volume rating of 20, and so on. 


do 6/6 and0 Fe 


0/6 V6 2/6 (1/3) 3/6 (1/2) 4/6 (2/3) 5/6 6/6 


Se ge 


By pressing tightly at these points the following notes occur. 
At '/; we get sol3, which is identical to the harmonic since it is the 
family ruler. (All family rulers have stopped notes identical to their 
harmonics.) At 7/5 (*/;) soly is produced. Note that /g is twice the length 
of '/s, thereby sounding the same note an octave lower. In other 
words in this family of 6 the law of 2 is also involved. As we go higher 
in number the interrelationships increase rapidly. At */s (2) we have 
do», at */s 7/3) we have sol; and at °/; we have mi?;. 

To sum up, each division of a musical string has a partner note, a 
harmonic, a stopped note, and a family of related notes. For example a 
division of '/; has a partner of */,; together they equal the whole. The 
harmonic at '/s is sol3, the stopped note is sols, and the family relatives 
are do; (all), '/s sols, “/s sol, */s doz, “/s sol;, and 5/6 mé:. 


COSMIC LAWS 


Cosmic laws, the basic laws of the universe, are most simply 
represented by numbers. Every cosmic law can be expressed as a 
number or ratio which is the ruler of many other phenomena. For 
example, the number 3 has a corresponding geometric shape: the 
triangle and pyramid. It has a corresponding musical note which 
is the vibrating string divided into three parts, giving the note sol. It also 
has a correspondence with the white ray and the color spectrum, 
giving us three primary colors from which all other colors can be de- 
rived. It represents the division of the zodiac into cardinal, fixed and mu- 
table signs. It has a correspondence in the human body, which can be 
divided into the lower, middle and upper parts; legs and pelvis, arms and 
torso, and head, each having a different function: mobility, dexterity and 
thought. The list of tripartite divisions is endless and is governed by the 
principle of "As above so below.” The laws that govern the celestial bod- 
ies also govern life on earth and these laws may be observed in the most 
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mundane objects and events. 

Both music and the movements of the heavenly bodies exist within 
contexts circumscribed by the factors of time and space. One note is 
a certain distance from another note just as one planet a certain distance 
from another. The note moves at a certain speed in a certain direction in 
a way comparable to the planet's movement at a certain speed in a cer- 
tain direction. In both cases there are many interrelationships. 
Converting planetary positions into music is a process of finding the cor- 
relations between points on a vibrating string and points in a 360° circle. 
The conversion is also linked to correlations of music with geometrical 
shapes, snowflake patterns and other phenomena. The basis of our for- 
mula is astrological and musical harmonics. (Other types of harmonics, 
such as geometrical harmonics and color harmonics also link seemingly 
unrelated phenomena with each other.) 

Illustrations of the cosmic laws One through Seven follow, in dia- 
grams and lists of concepts. These laws can be used as visualizations or 
meditations, and can be further enhanced by musical experiences. For 
each cosmic law there is a musical note or notes, which, if played on the 
piano or another instrument while meditating on the law, can deepen the 
awareness and experience of the relationship between sound and the spe- 
cific law. 

For do any note can be used, for example a low C on the piano. 
if do, is indicated, it means to play the same note one octave 
higher. Do; means the same note still another octave higher and 
so on. When do and any other note is mentioned, playing do and 
that note simultaneously gives the musical interval (the distance 
between the two tones). Do is always the 0°-360° point—the cen- 
ter of gravity and the place from which all notes come and the 
place to where they return. 

The cosmic law of one (unity and wholeness) is embodied in 
both the whole circle of the zodiac and the whole string. Each 
whole contains within itself, all parts. It is everything, in the sense 
that it contains within itself all divisions (%, '/3, “4, etc.); and, it 
is nothing, in the sense that it is not any one of these divisions, it 
is all of them simultaneously and the boundaries or "space" in 
which they occur. The undivided circle is the zodiac, which con- 
tains within itself the everything of all possibilities of the zodiac. 
The undivided musical note is do which contains within itself all 
musical possibilities. 
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THE LAW OF ONE 


A being—either a person, a planet, an animal, an atom, a 


flower, or any entity. It contains within itself many parts. It is 
greater than the sum of its parts. 


The white ray—it contains within itself all other colors. 
God—containing within itself everything. 
The musical note do—it contains within itself all other notes. It 


is everything in that it contains within it all musical possibilities. 


0° and 360°—conjunction, >—the beginning and the end, Al- 


pha and Omega. 


76 


THE LAW OF TWO 


Night & day 
Light & dark 
Positive & negative 
Electrical current having a positive & a ground 
Mirror reflection 
Balance 
Yin & Yang 
Inner world, outer world 
Two halves of the human body (right side & left side) 
Polar opposites 
Paired organs (two eyes, two ears, etc.) 
The musical note do, (one octave higher than do) 
o°, 180° opposition 


THE COSMIC LAW OF THREE—TRINITY 


Three Primary Colors 
Tripod Triangle Pyramid 
Three parts of the human body (legs and pelvis, torso & arms & head) 
Each body part divided into three (upper arm, forearm, hand; 
three sections to each finger) 
Three functions—thinking, moving, and feeling 
The musical notes sol, (at 7h) and sol) (at % 3) 

A musical triad 

Cardinal, Fixed, Mutable 
Trine, 4, 120° 
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THE COSMIC LAW OF FOUR—QUADRUPLICITY 


Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass 
Four seasons (2 solstice & 2 equinox points) 
Fire, Earth, Air, & Water 
Four Cardinal, Four Fixed, Four Mutable signs 
The musical notes fa; (at 3/4), do» (at ) and do; (at 4) 
90°,0 
Structural strength buildings, rooms, etc. 
Four legged animals 
Two arms and two legs 

A musical tetrachord 


THE COSMIC LAW OF FIVE 


Five pointed star 
Five petaled flowers and leaf groupings 
A human (head, two arms, and two legs) 
Five fingers on each hand & five toes on each foot 
Five apertures in the face (two eyes, two nostrils, one mouth) 
The Pentatonic scale (Chinese and Japanese) 
The musical notes mi; (at */s), la; (at °/s), mi (at °/s), mi; (at '/s) 
Astrological aspect of a Quintile 72° 
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THE COSMIC LAW OF SIX 


This is a doubling of the Law of 3 so is also influenced by the number 2 
Two arms with three sections each (upper arm, forearm, and hand) 
Two legs with three sections each (thigh, calf, and foot) 
Six-pointed flowers and leaf formations 


The musical notes mi’; (at °/s), sol; (at */c), do» (at */s), 
sol, (at */s), and sol; (at '/.) 
Astrological aspect of a sextile 60°, + 


THE COSMIC LAW OF 7 


Seven Colors 


Seven Planets (in ancient times) 
Two arms, two legs, head, pelvis, and torso 
Seven-pointed flowers and leaf formations 
The seven tone musical scale (do, re, mi, fa, sol, la, ti) 
The musical notes mi”, (at °/;), fa’; (at °/7), ti”; (at “/7), mi?» (at °/), ti?s 
(at 7/;), and ti”; (at '/,) 
Astrological aspect of a septile 51.2857° 
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The Eighth House 
JOHN FRAWLEY 


NCE UPON A TIME, when someone had their horoscope cast 

the first thing the astrologer would determine would be the 

length of the person's life. This was considered an obvious pre- 

liminary, marking out the limits of the investigation. For there 
was no point whatever in the astrologer laboring to predict what would 
happen to the person on Wednesday if the chart showed that he was more 
than likely to die on Tuesday. 

Things have changed, for predicting the length of life is now regarded 
as anathema. Many text-books of astrology state in no uncertain terms 
that it is one thing that no astrologer should ever do. Yet the awareness 
of its necessity still remains, for the astrologer will often be asked, “OK: 
youve said such and such will happen; but what if I get hit by a bus to- 
morrow?” We may leave to one side the question of whether being hit by 
a bus is really as common a cause of fatality as such questioners seem to 
believe; but it is only reasonable to think that—making full allowance for 
the astrologers human fallibility—if the client were to come to a sticky 
end in the immediate future, it could and should be read in the chart. 
Provided the astrologer is willing and able to do it. 

We do hear appalling stories of irresponsible stargazers carelessly 
predicting ghastly ends with no apparent thought for the consequence of 
their words. & and P seem to be the favored pegs on which they hang 
their dire prognostications, although neither of these has much connec- 
tion with death in the chart. Obviously, we must be cautious about what 
is said and to whom we say it. 

In more spiritual ages our ancestors knew that life makes sense only if 
lived in the full awareness of death: momento mori. To the modern eye, 
this appears gruesome. Far from it, as it heightens the capacity to live. 
Today, death is something that we much prefer to forget about, except 
when it happens to the bad guys on TV. Forget it as we may, it will still 
catch up with all of us, and it is an event of some consequence in the life. 

It is often claimed that advances in medical knowledge (a somewhat 
loaded phrase, this!) and extended life spans mean that death cannot be 
predicted by astrology. This is both demonstrably untrue and theoreti- 
cally unsound. If such were the case, there must come a point in the life 
at which we are no longer subject to the stars. We might then all look 
forward to an old age where we are married to Mel Gibson or Nicole 
Kidman and win the lottery every week. Disappointing though it might 
be, this is unlikely to happen. 
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The debate about the prediction of death has created some bizarre 
ideas about the nature of the 8" house of the chart. As death has appar- 
ently been abolished, it has become necessary to find something else for 
the 8 to do. Favorite options today are ‘transformative experiences, 
whatever they might be, and sex. The idea of sex as an 8"-house activity 
is quite horrific. 

In any astrology that purports to say anything of concrete and verifi- 
able accuracy, the 8" is the house of death. This is not death in any po- 
etic or metaphorical sense, as some modern authorities claim. This is 
death in the very real sense of someone no longer being alive. 

There are no prizes at all for predicting that somebody will eventually 
die: the important part of this prediction is getting the timing right. This 
is a matter of some importance, as if my astrologer has convinced me 
that I will die tonight, so I spend my last penny on an afternoon of he- 
donistic glee, I may not be best pleased when I wake tomorrow to find 
that the prediction was wrong. 

Much nonsense is written about the timing of death from the chart. 
When Princess Diana died, for example, several published articles 
pinned the blame on progressed B being in her 8" house. As at any one 
time a twelfth of the population has progressed P in their 8" house, and 
they do not all drop dead, this has limited validity as a predictive tech- 
nique. 

We must indeed look at progressions, but we need tools far more pre- 
cise than the infinitesimally slow meandering of progressed Pluto 
through the zodiac. Contacts with the 8” cusp and the ruler of the 8" 
house can be important, but even here we must exercise caution. Espe- 
cially today, when we can flick up a progressed chart at the touch of a 
mouse, it is easy to forget that the progressions at any one moment are 
part of a system of on-going cycles, not a separate entity in themselves. 
So if we see the progressed ) crossing our natal 8" cusp we should not 
panic, but remember that the progressed ) circuits the chart every 
twenty-eight years, so in the average life-time it will do this two or even 
three times, usually without any ill effect. 

The fixed stars assume a great significance whenever we consider the 
major turning points of the life, so progressions onto the more malign of 
them need to be considered. Malign, that is, from our own perspective, as 
the significance of the D's nodes makes clear. 

At the end of his Republic, Plato gives a beautiful piece of astrological 
symbolism as he tackles the most fundamental issues of life and fate. He 
sees our life as a wheel revolving around a spindle. This is different to 
our common perception, which is of a straight line starting when we 
were born and moving inexorably to our death. The spindle around 
which our life is strung is the axis of the lunar nodes. 

From our perception it is Q good; 83 bad, as the Q is the doorway into 
life, through which we come trailing clouds of glory . The restrictive 83, 
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traditionally likened in its effects to %, is the strait gate and narrow way 
through which we pass out of life. But, as the great teachers have ever 
told us, our perception is upside down, conditioned as it is by our view- 
point within life. It is significant in this context that we speak of the 
‘pearly gates’ of heaven, as the lunar symbolism of the pearl brings us 
back to the ) and her nodes, reminding us exactly of what we are talking. 

From the progressions and the Solar and Lunar return charts the 8" 
house will show us the timing of death; it will also show us its quality: 
whether it will be sudden or long drawn; from illness or accident, or 
whatever. 

As an extension from the idea of death, the 8" house also shows lega- 
cies. The major significators of wealth in the 8" house, William Lilly 
tells us, show ‘profit from dead folks —and he was well placed to know, 
with his happy knack of marrying rich widows shortly before they died! 

The 8" is not money only from the dead, however, for as the 2° 
house from the 7" it shows the money of whomever the 7" house repre- 
sents. If the 7” house is my wife, the 8" will show her money. This was a 
major topic of interest in Lilly's day, where much of the astrologers prac- 
tice was devoted to questions of ‘How much money does my prospective 
spouse have—and how easily can I get my hands on it?” 

This is not a matter that is entirely lost in the wastes of time. While 
wives now may not commonly bring dowries with them, we do often see 
in horary questions that there is a puzzling lack of reception between 
man and woman. What does he/she see in her/him?’ we wonder. Until 
we notice that there is a strong reception between our querent and the 
ruler of the 8" house. “Aha!” we think. He may not like her much, but 
he does like her money. We can then consider the ruler of her 8" to see if 
she really has any money, or whether his interest is just wishful thinking. 

As we saw with the 2” house, there is a deeper side to this. While the 
2" is on a superficial level my possessions, and at this deeper level my 
self-esteem, so the 8" is the other person's possessions, and also his es- 
teem for me. So often in horaries the 8"-house concern is less a desire for 
the other person's cash than the emotional necessity of their thinking well 
of me. 

It is not only partners, but also opponents, and even ‘any old person 
that is shown by the 7. So the 8" house is also my enemys money. This 
is pertinent in horary questions of profit. “Will I win by backing Red 
Rum in the 3.30? What I want to see here is a nice aspect bringing the 
ruler of the 8" house—the bookies money—to the ruler of either the 1* 
house (me) or the 2** house (my pocket). I hope to see the ruler of the 8" 
house strongly dignified and well placed in the chart: I want the bookies 
money in the best possible condition. That is, I want a lot of it. 

Its condition and the nature of the aspect will tell me how much I am 
likely to win. If there is a good aspect, but the ruler of the 8" is in poor 
condition, I may win, but I will not win much. This can help us make 
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decisions. For instance, we may have the choice of a safe investment 
with a low return, or a higher return at greater risk. If the chart shows a 
big win, we may decide to take the risk; if a win but only a small one, we 
would take the safer option. 

In a business context the other people are our customers, so the other 
people's money is our takings. Again, we want to see the ruler of the 8" 
house in good condition—but there is an important rider here. If the ruler 
of the 8" house is in the 8" it will usually be very strong, as it will usu- 
ally be in its own sign. But the ruler of the 8" in the 8" is a sure indica- 
tion that, no matter how much money our customers might have, it is 
staying right in their pockets. This is all the more true if the planet is in a 
fixed sign. 

On a more general level, the 8" is anyone elses money’. So, for in- 
stance, in vocational matters we commonly find the key significators in 
the 8" house when the person is an accountant or in a similar profession 
whose dealings are with ‘anyone elses money’. § in the 8" house might 
almost be regarded as an astrological signature for accountancy, if % in 
that chart has significance for the profession. 

Through its associations with death, the 8" can also show ‘fear and 
anguish of mind . By this is not meant a specific fear, such as a phobia; 
but if in a horary chart the querent's significator is in the 8 house we 
would judge that he is seriously worried about the situation. As a general 
tule, the 8" is not a favorable place for a planet to be. Although it is a 
succedent house and succedent houses are stronger than cadent, it is, as it 
were, an honorary cadent house. Planets in the 6", 8" and 12” houses are 
significantly weakened. 

In medical matters the 8" shows the organs of excretion. It is the op- 
posite to the 2™ house, which governs the throat, so the 2°? shows what 
goes into the body, while the 8" shows what comes out. If there is a fixed 
sign on this cusp in a medical chart, and if the cusp is afflicted by either a 
planet in a fixed sign or by », which governs the bodys retentive faculty, 
we might expect constipation, on either a physical or a psychic level. In a 
mutable sign and afflicted by a badly placed 4, we might expect—again 
on either a physical or psychic level, as shown by other indicators— 
diarrhea. The chart echoes the connection between money and eating and 
excreting that Dante shows in his Inferno. 

The planet of the 8" house is ». Following the Chaldean order of the 
planets around the chart from * in the 1", we come again to % in the 8°. 
%) is the ruler of boundaries and of doors. As it shows us the doorway 
into life, it shows us also the doorway out. As it showed us the strait way 
in—we might remember what a hard passage is the birth—it shows us 
also the strait way out. From birth to death our life is bounded by >—and 
our way out of these bounds is through \4, the planet of faith, the builder 
of the rainbow bridge to the Divine. 
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Where Are My Large Scissors? 


RUTH BAKER otastrol, ap, cma 


Y LARGE, lethally sharp scissors had vanished and I just 
could not remember what I had done with them. AsI am one of 

‘| those foolhardy people who cut their own fast-growing hair, 
this was something of an inconvenience. 


Where are my 
Large Scissors? 


10:37 am GMT 
2nd October 2004 
SINA8, 1E09 


Regiomontanus 


anew 
@ hour, » day 
) from void to + OQ 


In the chart I am represented by the Ascendant ruler, o’, and by the ). 
The scissors as my property, are represented by the 2” house ruler, \. 
The )’s position in the 7 shows that I am thinking that my husband had 
taken them from their usual hiding place in my desk drawer and forgot- 
ten to replace them—a suggestion which he hotly denied. 

Both 4 and of are angular in the 10, which indicates that the scissors 
are in my house’ and the separating conjunction of o’ and } reflects the 
parting between me and the scissors. Lilly says that the ascendant ruler 


' William Lilly, Christian Astrology p. 202. 
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separating from 4 shows that the goods are lost by ‘excess of care of 
governing of things, or managing the affairs of the house.> How very 
true! The ), applying to her dispositor, in this case 2, shows that the scis- 
sors will be found,’ although the square aspect could cause some diffi- 
culty or delay. 

The significator of the scissors, 4, and the Ascendant ruler, o’, are in 
the same sign, also showing that the scissors are in the house ‘where him- 
selfe layeth up his own commodities, or such things as he most delights 
in'.’ 4 and &% in the 10" point to the ordinary common room of the house. 
But whereabouts? 


Sign | Exalt | Trip | Term | Face 

[o) Q % % Q p) Fall 

> ¢ >) g > > | Peregrine 
g | 9 5 5 9 > | Peregrine 
g ° . O° c o | Peregrine 
J g i) a) > >) Detriment 
y g » » % ») Peregrine 
> ») ¥ c g D | Detriment 
J D) 4 c g g 

O MR 8, 4 MR 


Both \ and of are in the air sign of , indicating the upper part of the 
house. Both planets have just changed signs, which means that the place 
is near the joining of rooms’. ~ is a western sign. My study upstairs is to 
the west, but a thorough search there revealed nothing. I was puzzled by 
this as the chart seemed so clear. 

It was only after 10 days of spasmodic searching that I suddenly re- 
membered the phrase, ‘Where he layeth up his own commodities.’ As well 
as pointing to an upper room, = also indicates one room within another.$ 
And then it hit me! Our large square landing lies to the west—a room 
between rooms! On this landing is a stool which is crammed with all 
kinds of my accumulated treasures... ‘where he (or in this case 'she') 
layeth up his own commodities, or such things as he most delights in'. 1 
opened the lid of the stool, and there were the scissors. I must have put 
them there in a moment of madness. Which just goes to show that it is 
not astrology which is in error—it is the astrologer! 

Mea culpa. 


2 CA, p. 321. 
3 ca, p. 323. 
* CA, p. 202 
* CA, p. 203 
° CA, p. 96 
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BERTRAND RUSSELL 


HERE IS ALWAYS something pathetic about a great and an- 

cient tradition which has fallen on evil days. The astrologer, as 

one pictures him in the past, is an aged sage with a long white 

beard, speaking in a slow and trance-like manner, and felt by 
his auditors and himself to be possessed of mystical lore. In his most glo- 
rious days, he controlled the destiny of nations: among the Chaldeans, he 
stood to the King in the same relation as the Governor of the Bank of 
England now stands to the Prime Minister. In ancient Rome he was rev- 
erenced, except by a few rationalistic Emperors, who banished from the 
City all ‘mathematicians’, as they were called. The Arabs consulted them 
on all important occasions; the wisest men of the Renaissance believed in 
them, and Kepler, the great astronomer, had to become an astrologer in 
order to win respect and a livelihood. 

Astrologers still exist; it has been my good fortune to know several. 
But how different they are from the magnificent beings of former times! 
They are, so far as I have come across them, hard-working and highly 
meritorious business men or women, with an aged mother or an invalid 
husband to support. They follow by rule of thumb the ancient formulae 
about the House of Life and planets in the ascendant and the rest of it, 
but their language is sadly modernized, and their horoscopes, instead of 
being inscribed cabalistically upon parchment, are neatly typed upon the 
best quarto typing paper. In this, they commit an error of judgment which 
makes it difficult to have faith in their power of deciphering the future in 
the stars. 

Do they believe themselves in the sciences that they profess? This is a 
difficult question. Everything marvelous is believed by some people, and 
it is not improbable that professional astrologers are of this type. And 
even if they are aware that their own performances are largely guesswork 
and inferences from information obtained otherwise, they probably think 
that there are superior practitioners who never resort to these inferior 
methods. There was once a worthy man who made a vast fortune by pro- 
fessing to have discovered how to make gold out of sea water. He de- 
camped to South America before it was too late and prepared to live 
happily ever after. Unfortunately another man professed to have made 
the same discovery; our friend believed in him, invested all his money in 
the new process, and lost every penny. This incident shows that people 
are often less dishonest than they might be thought to be, and probably 
professional astrologers are in the main honorably convinced of the truth 
of their doctrines....—Written 28 September 1932, included in the eminent 
philosopher’s Why Jam not a Christian (1957). 
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Ronald Laurence Byrnes writes: 

I would like to offer an alternative prediction for the outcome of the Michael 
Jackson trial: the jury will hang, Michael will walk. 

Ken Gillman's assessment (Considerations XX, No. 2) of the trial chart 
seems to me to contradict itself: on the one hand, he points to the aspects which 
the ) (ruling the nadir or outcome) makes: first comes a trine to exalted 2-ruler- 
Ascendant in the 11" house: this is the plausibility of the prosecution's case in 
the jury's eyes (remember, the ) also rules "the people", too, as if this were the 
case of "The People vs. Michael Jackson"). But this aspect is followed by a suc- 
cession of aspects ending with a sextile to o” (the significator of Michael Jack- 
son), a trine to debilitated > and finally a trine to a severely debilitated % (evi- 
dence and testimony), all of which work against the prosecution. Yet Mr. Gill- 
man ignores these last three aspects in his summation and says that the ) 4 9 
means that Michael will be convicted. I think that with the ) itself in fall, in a 
cadent house, this is hardly a likely scenario. 

It might be well to veer from the traditional approach momentarily and con- 
sider two bodies that have much to say in matters of jurisprudence: 4 and ». In 
the trial chart, these bodies are in mutual reception by exaltation, but in reality 
this means that » is in detriment. If », ruling the Midheaven, can be taken as the 
verdict, then its retrograde disposition in a cadent House, 0 \ retrograde, cadent 
and intercepted in the equivocal sign of +, certainly sounds like a hung jury to 
me. In addition, if the 11 house bodies in X indicate the nature of the jury's 
decision-making, they are here traditionally disposed of by 4, which gets us 
right back to the indecisiveness of \'s cadent interception, retrograde in +. Then 
there is the nebulousness of that ¥ in #% at the 11™ cusp, introducing suspicion in 
the jury's minds as to the truth and motive of much of the testimony that the 
prosecution is relying upon. 

Virginia Reyer, in her article on Michael Jackson's chart (preceding Ken 
Gillman's article) brings in his lunar returns for March 9 and April 6, 2005, say- 
ing that ultimately they indicate restraints to his freedom. Well, of course: he is 
under subpoena, forced to attend these trial sessions. But the lunar return for 
May 3, 2005 says something quite different. 

Bear in mind that the meanings of the Houses change now: the ascendant no 
longer refers to the bringer of charges, as in the trial chart; the ascendant is now 
the native whose lunar return we are examining, and the descendant is the 
prosecution. This descendant is ruled (traditionally) by a debilitated » in the 11° 
house—the jury: the Sword of Justice seems to have been blunted. In the 7” 
house, of Michael's adversaries, are the planets of upset—o’ and X—in the sign 
of disarray, 4. X is in mutual reception with ¥, further indicating disarray. 

Just inside the 8" cusp is the raison dtre of this chart—Michael's ) at its 
lunar return. Ruling cusp 12, this is the fate of Michael Jackson, out of his hands 
now—and what kinds of aspects does it receive? It is trine to that poor » in 
11°—the jury—and the ) and ® are each sextile to an elevated, dignified 2 rul- 
ing the Midheaven (the verdict). The }'s dispositor (traditional) is 4 whose dis- 
positor, in tum, is this Q, the final dispositor of the chart, conjunct Michael's 
own of in 12", ruler of his 11™ house interception: the jury of his peers—his 
final salvation. I would not go so far as to say that this means acquittal; no, 2 is 
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in loose square to ¥: there is enough suspicion in both directions to keep things 
from being clear-cut; but a hung jury—absolutely. 


Michael Jackson 


Lunar Return 


1,07:30 pm PDT 
3rd May 2005 


34NS6, 120026 


If the non-traditional rulerships are employed, the dispositor of the } stel- 
lium—representing Michael's adversaries and his tribulations—is ¥ in #*: that 
non-plussed jury again; and in the trial chart, Y again disposes of the } stellium— 
in 11" this time: again, the jury, not knowing whom to believe. 

Another way of looking at the outcome of Michael's tribulations is to note 
that the ) here is exactly trine the 4" cusp, of outcome. Now, one might say that 
since the ) rules cusp 12—confinement—and is in }, this must mean jail. But 
the sign on the 4" cusp, Tl, refers to the 8" house, which contains Michael's )— 
the persona, the public figure under intense scrutiny and the control of others (8"" 
house). This brings us back to the )'s aspects—principally, the sextile to ele- 
vated and dignified 2—10" ruler (and dispositor of the © which rules the as- 
cendant): Michael is already in confinement, amid a flurry of innuendo ($/¥ = 
}), but the in-decision of the jury ultimately liberates him: O/2 = Mc D/h = Q 
OR in & referring to the 2™ house \ in *. —received May 5, 2005 


On 13” June 2005 (at approx. 2:15 pm) 
the jury found Jackson to be 
not guilty of any of the accusations made against him. 
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Dymock Brose writes: 

A striking illustration of the effectiveness of Age Harmonics’ is provided by 
the Not Guilty verdict for entertainer Michael Jackson announced in Santa 
Maria, California, on 13 June 2005 at 2:15 pm. With the aid of the wonderful 
program of Age Harmonics Progressions in Solar Fire 6, we can pinpoint the 
exact date of an event without any complicated mathematical procedures. 


24° A 4s 


Michael Jackson 


46.79087 Age 


Harmonics 


There is no question but that Jackson would be acquitted of the charges against 
him: 

Benefic 4 links the Ascendant and Midheaven and is conjunct the ) (good 
fortune); the ) closely trines ® in the House of Status; the “floating” MC is trined 
by both the ) and ¥. 

This is, in fact, a defining moment for Jackson (Vertex on the Horizon). The 
© on the 5" cusp (Entertainments) sextile the Vertex means it is a moment of 
glory for him and he will ascend to new heights of popularity. Jackson’s adoring 
fans (2 in the 11" house) are ever constant (* sextile). The ) o \ in the House 
of Eamings, with 4 ruling the House of Career and the ) ruling the House of En- 
tertainments, plus multiple connections to the bevy of significators in the 10" 
house assure him of continued bounty from the deployment of his undoubted tal- 
ents. —Rostrevor, South Australia 


' Editor’s note: To obtain an individual’s age harmonics, each natal position, 
including the angles, is multiplied by the individual’s age at the time of the 
event. For example, Jackson’s natal © at 6° 19° 05” Tl (or 156.3180556°) is 
multiplied by his age on 13" June 2005, namely 46.79087, to give 7314.25782°, 
which is the equivalent of 114.25782 (or 24° 15” &) after 20 complete circles of 
360° are removed. 
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Skymates II: The Composite Chart 
by Steven and Jodie Forrest, 2005 
Seven Paws Press, POB 2345, Chapel Hill, NC 27515 


Www. sevenpawspress.com 
445 pages, paper. $25.95 


TEVEN & JODIE Forrest are masters at simplifying and illu- 
minating astrological jargon, making it accessible to all levels 
of astrologers. In their new book, Skymates II: The Composite 
Chart, the Forrests use their combined expertise to explore 
composite charts. This book complements their other book on relation- 
ship astrology, Skymates: Love, Sex and Evolutionary Astrology, which 
explores individuals’ relationship needs and analyzes the synastry sym- 
bolized in birthcharts. Taken together, these two books give astrologers 
superb reference tools for understanding relationship astrology. 

The Forrests consider composite chart analysis a very powerful tech- 
nique for adding insight into relationship dynamics, symbolizing an “in- 
visible third party” in a relationship. They write, “The invisible third 
party in every partnership may be impossible to see, but it reveals its na- 
ture and its hidden agenda very clearly in the composite [chart].” 

The book begins with an excellent overview of how to understand and 
work with composite charts, and then the lion’s share of the book is 
taken up with an extensive “cookbook” analysis of composite planets in 
signs and houses. The meaning of Lunar Nodes in composite charts is 
also explored and interpreted. The Forrests write that Lunar Nodes can 
help a couple “understand their souls’ history together” and help a couple 
“find their karmic story.” 

Clear, easy to understand explanations are the Forrests’ hallmark. 
Though their books are easy to read, there is no sacrifice of depth. Jodie 
and Steven Forrest, both well-known astrologers, are also skilled fiction 
writers and are able to integrate colorful imagery with solid astrology. 
Using sample charts to examine the kinds of information that can be 
gained by composites, the Forrests demonstrate the value of this astro- 
logical technique. The Forrests write “A birthchart and a composite chart 
both describe the same things: an optimal evolutionary path, the tools we 
have for the job, and what it looks like if we blow it.” 

Bound to be a popular text with novice astrologers who will most 
likely want to look up composite interpretations for all their relation- 
ships, this book is suitable for astrologers of all levels. Seasoned as- 
trologers are well aware of the limitations of “cookbook astrology,” but 
they'll still find the book’s insightful and imaginative interpretations use- 
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ful and enjoyable to read. Skymates II: The Composite Chart deserves a 
space on every astrologer’s bookshelf—right next to Skymates: Love, Sex 
and Evolutionary Astrology. —Leda Blumberg 


The Astrology of Midlife and Aging 
by Erin Sullivan, 2005 
Penguin Group, Inc., 375 Hudson St., New York, NY 10014 


Wwww.penguin.com 
232 pages, paper. $15.95 


T MIDLIFE everyone experiences a series of significant transits 

in which the outer planets make aspects to their natal positions. 

These transits symbolize the challenges and the psychological 

development being illuminated at that time. This midlife period, 
and the years that follow it, are the subjects of Erin Sullivan's brilliant 
new book The Astrology of Midlife and Aging. 

Sullivan, a world-renowned astrologer, deftly blends her extensive 
knowledge of astrology, psychology and mythology to explain how ma- 
jor transits “reveal the passages and junctures of a lifetime.” Readers fa- 
miliar with Sullivan know that her insights are deep and her interpreta- 
tions ring true. 

Sullivan writes, “At midlife, the ‘system’ that one embodies under- 
goes radical chaos, which is a precreative time of collapsing the rigid 
structures of one’s extant system, while still retaining all attributes 
thereof. That is, we are still who we are, but not as well organized and 
contained as before the Uranus opposite Uranus transit.” 

The Uranus opposite Uranus transit marks the beginning of a long se- 
ries of transits that denotes the midlife period from approximately ages 
37 to 60. Sullivan refers to the half-Uranus cycle as the gateway to mid- 
life’s transition. “The half-Uranus,” she writes, “is a time of awakening 
to the unlived life and the time to assess your assets and liabilities objec- 
tively.” 

“So a ‘midlife crisis’ is about you meeting you in a new circum- 
stance” writes Sullivan. “Depending on your personal life and circum- 
stances, the cultural ethos, and the generational intent, there are many 
generic aspects that are synchronous with the entry into midlife. These 
aspects, from each planet from Saturn outward, define, demarcate, and 
offer meaning to the rites of passage that support our evolving life- 
changes throughout the twenty years of the midlife experience.” 

Understanding the significance of outer planet transits during the mid- 
life transition can help one age consciously and aid in the journey to- 
wards wholeness. “The turning points in life are cyclic and ritualistic,” 
writes Sullivan. “If we treat them respectfully, and make the most of the 
times in which we find ourselves, then we are evolving.” 
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Sullivan writes with clarity as she reveals the potential meanings of 
the various transits that everyone experiences in midlife and the period 
afterwards, a time that Sullivan gracefully calls “full adult maturity.” 
Her book explores how the outer planets reflect one’s inner experiences. 
There is much great insight to be gained from these pages. 

The Astrology of Midlife and Aging contains some fascinating illustra- 
tions, for example, a diagram representing ‘the big picture’ of past and 
future, and a diagram of the development of the individual in the horo- 
scope. Also included are tables of aspects for the different stages in life. 
The book ends with a wonderful, comprehensive list of recommended 
reading and resource materials that complement the material within. 

From my perspective, any book that Erin Sullivan has written should 
be read by astrologers who are intrigued by the great depth of under- 
standing that can be gained when astrology is united with psychology. 

Like Sullivan's other books, The Astrology of Midlife and Aging is an 
important contribution to the astrological literature. Read this book, then 
reread it as you experience the time periods discussed within. 

—Leda Blumberg 


The Horary Textbook 
by John Frawley, 2005 
Apprentice Books, 85 Steeds Rd, London N10 1JB, England 
www. johnfrawley.com 
270 pages, paper. £22, USA: $40 


N AN IDEAL WORLD a neophyte astrologer would have com- 
menced his study of our ancient craft with a thorough investiga- 
tion of Horary before being allowed to come to grips with the 
more complex areas of natal, electional, medical, financial and 
mundane astrology. One of the reasons that this does not happen—in 
part an explanation for the abysmal reputation of much of today’s astrol- 
ogy—has been the absence of a clear description, in modern language, of 
how to go about reading a horary chart. We have William Lilly’s mag- 
nificent Christian Astrology but that was written fully 350 years ago and 
seems difficult for modern students to comprehend. None of the several 
books that have appeared in more recent times attempting to explain the 
how-to of horary have fully fulfilled their stated intent, most fail to 
achieve the clarity of Lilly’s out-dated 17" century style. 

Over recent years John Frawley has achieved a reputation for being 
an extremely competent horary astrologer. This is based on his success- 
ful predictions on TV, the word-of-mouth recommendations of his clients 
and the noted success of his many students. John publishes a well- 
received magazine, The Astrologers’ Apprentice, and has previously 
written two books, the award-winning The Real Astrology and The Real 
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Astrology Applied, which together with his many articles, some of which 
have appeared in Considerations, demonstrate that he possesses a gift 
for presenting complex ideas in a simple and clear fashion. 

John gave himself the task of writing “a clear and comprehensive 
guide to the craft of horary astrology.” With The Horary Textbook he has 
fully achieved this stated intent. 

The book is divided into two main parts, plus four appendices and an 
index. The first part presents clear explanations of the basic techniques 
used in horary. These include the obvious, namely fourteen chapters that 
cover the Houses, Planets, Signs, Essential and Accidental Dignities, Re- 
ceptions, Aspects, Antiscia, Fixed Stars, Arabian Parts, Timing, and 
What is the Question and Who is Asking it? I say these are the obvious 
items to be included in such a book, and so they are, but there is much in 
how these basics are explained and discussed that will be helpful to even 
the most experienced horary practitioners. Indeed, some of the state- 
ments may prompt some readers to rethink how they interpret a horary. 
For example, opening the book at random and selecting a couple of such 
statements from consecutive pages: 

It is the condition of the planets and their attitudes to each other—the 
dignities and receptions—that show whether an aspect is fortunate. Not 
the nature of the aspect itself. (p. 89) 

Aspects cannot be formed if planets are in the wrong sign. (p. 90) 

It doesn’t matter which planet applies to which. (p. 91) 

The second part of The Horary Textbook is the true meat of the book. 
Here we learn how these tools are used to provide answers relating to 
each of the twelve houses, which amounts to virtually any question that 
anyone could ever ask, plus brief chapters on The Weather and Electing 
with Horary. 

Extensive use is made of receptions throughout the book, something 
that few previous authors including Lilly have fully explained. Under- 
standing this concept will enable the horary astrologer to answer ques- 
tions concerning the intent and feelings of one person for another, some- 
thing I never found in Lilly. 

The Horary Textbook is not a hefty tome but it contains fully every- 
thing—and more—that is valuable in Christian Astrology and does so in 
sharp, crisp modern-day language. John Frawley has written a text that 
is all a would-be horary astrologer needs to master this so-important cor- 
nerstone of our craft. A well-thumbed copy should be an ever-present on 
the desk of all astrologers. 

—Ken Gillman 


Ps 
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Who ? 


Ruth Baker, aregular and most welcome contributor to Considerations on ho- 
rary matters, is a professional violinist. She lives on the Essex coast in England 


Leda Blumberg is an author, astrologer and avid horsewoman who lives on a 
beautiful farm in New York state. You can reach Leda at Ledabc@optonline.net. 


After producing some 280 monthly issues, Dymock Brose recently closed the 
Astrologers’ Forum, the highly renowned journal he published and edited for 
23+ years. Considerations hopes to include his writings on those occasions that 
old habits die hard. Dymock lives in Rostrevor, South Australia. 


John Frawley is an astrological consultant and teacher with students in six con- 
tinents. He is the author of The Horary Textbook, The Real Astrology and The 
Real Astrology Applied. Contact John at j@apprentice.demon.co.uk, 


Ken Gillman is the editor of Considerations. 


When not saving oil-soaked birds along the seashore, Nicole Girard, a retired 
science teacher and long-time astrologer, associates solar eclipses with terrestrial 
upheavals from her home in Normandy, France. 


Gerald Jay Markoe is a best-selling new age recording artist with several re- 
cordings at the top of the music charts; he is also a lifelong student of medita- 
tion, yoga and astrology. A classically trained musician who studied at the Jul- 
liard and the Manhattan School of Music, he custom-composes music based on 
the patterns in an individual’s birth chart. Gerald splits his time between homes 
in NYC and Puerto Rico, and can be contacted at GMarkoel@aol.com. 


Bill Meridian, who lives in Vienna, Austria, designed the AstroAnalyst and 
Financial Trader financial astrology software programs. His best-selling book 
Planetary Stock Trading is now in its extensively revised second edition. 


Margaret Millard (1916-2004). A medical doctor who brought much needed 
experience, insight and common sense to astrology. 


Virginia A. Reyer can communicate six languages. She is a Switzerland-born 
astrologer with many years experience, who is currently researching the Vertex. 
Virginia now lives in Glendale, Arizona. 


Bertrand Russell (1872-1970), one of the twentieth century’s greatest philoso- 


phers and among its most complex and controversial figures, was the author of 
innumerable books as well as being the founder of Ban the Bomb and other ef- 


fective peace movements. 
‘ 2 
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